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The Spirit of Progress 


BROAD GAUGE 
Getting started 


* Further to Newsrail, November 1987, page 324, the S 
class locos were provided with larger tenders: S301, 
5.6.37; $302, 17.8.37; S300, 17.3.38; $303, 13.10.38. 

* Events leading to the start of public service were: 

Thurs.11.11.37: $302 ran a light engine trial to and from 
Geelong. 

Fri.12.11: An S hauled a complete Spirit carriage set 
empty on a trial to and from Geelong, reaching 80 
mph (130 km/h) 

Sun.14.11: A2 956 hauled the Spirit carriages on a trial to 
and from Geelong (see Newsrail, November 1984, 
p.335). 

Wed.17.11: The inaugural ceremony was held at 
Spencer Street, with a run to and from Geelong 
being made by $302 and nine carriages. 

Thurs.18.11: S302 and six carriages ran to Geelong, 
where the train was put on display for 10 hours, dur- 
ing which time it was inspected by 13 000 visitors. 

Fri.19.11: The train departed Geelong at 07 55 for Bal- 
larat, where it was on display for eight hours over 
Friday and Saturday, receiving 13 000 visitors. 

Sat.20.11: The train returned to Melbourne, where it 
was displayed for 12 hours over Saturday (and Sun- 
day?), receiving 18 000 visitors. 

Sun.21.11: The train made two return trips to Geelong 
conveying workmen who had helped in its con- 
struction. 

Mon.22.11: The train, headed by $302, ran to Castle- 
maine, where 1000 visitors inspected the train during 
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a 30 minute stop, and Bendigo where 11 000 visitors 
inspected the train during a seven hour stay. The 
train then returned to Melbourne. 


Tues.23.11: The train made one return trip to Geelong 
for parliamentarians and then entered public service 
at 18 30 that night, with S301. 


* Various claims that the high speed running on these 
trial trips (up to 80 mph/130 km/h) constituted an 
Australian record need checking. The Spirit was 
beaten into service by the Silver City Comet, a train 
known to be fleet of foot. It may well have exceeded 
the Spirit’s speeds in its own trials. 

* The original timetable was: Depart Melbourne 18 30, 
Monday to Saturday, (18 15, Sunday) and arrive at 
Albury 22 20; depart Albury 07 55, Sunday to Satur- 
day, arrive at Melbourne 11 30. 

* The schedule was based on a load of 10 vehicles; 11 
were allowed to be conveyed, but with some loss of 
time. Allowing for the brakevan, dining car and 
parlor car, only seven or eight of the nine available 
sitting cars could be included in the consist. The DS 
bulk mail van, which was built in 1938, could only be 
included on days of lighter traffic; presumably it was 
included more often in the A/bury Express consist. 
Very few photos show the DS in use. One appears in 
the Modern World Book of Railways by P Townend, 
published in the late 1940s. Before the DS was con- 
structed, the V&SAR steel bulk mail van D1 was 
painted blue and gold for Spirit use (see Poole article 
in ARHS Bulletin, March 1955). 

* Because the locomotives were too long for any turn- 
table except that at Ararat, and because the parlor car 
needed to be turned, the train was turned as a block 


42201 brings the Spirit of Progress around the curve towards Kilmore East on Fri.28.2.86. (Frank Cross) 
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NEWSRAIL 


Spririt of Progress consist, hauled by the famous S class on a test run to Geelong, nears Laverton on 17.11.37. 
(John Buckland collection) 


on the triangle at Wodonga and the balloon loop at 
North Melbourne. 


STEAM YEARS * 
* In its first year of operation the Spirit of Progress 


enabled parliamentarians to arrive in time for the 
ceremonies for the late Prime Minister Lyons. (See 
Divisional Diary, April 1960, page 14.) 


A freight train derailment at Winton, between 
Benalla and Glenrowan, at 12 45 on Friday 14.4.39 


carried 209 000 passengers, 28 000 more than had 
been carried on the Sydney Limited during the 
preceding 12 months. 


After about 18 months the departure time from 
Albury was advanced to 07 50, and remained so until 
the advent of standard gauge working. 


In its second year of operation the Spirit of Progress 
oe 222 000 passengers (an average of 300 per 
trip). 

During its life, the Spirit of Progress was nicknamed 
the ‘Blue’ by railwaymen. Management was very 
careful to ensure punctuality; railwaymen delaying 
the Spirit were subject to enquiry and fines. 


When a second division of the Spirit was needed, it 
departed Melbourne at 18 45. 


The airconditioned dining car Avoca was retained as 
a spare for those times when the Spirit of Progress 
dining car was unavailable. A red CE brakevan 
replaced the CS brakevan at times. What happened 
when the parlor car was unavailable? Did the train 
run without a parlor car? Was a non-airconditioned 
parlor car (Yarra or Murray) used? Presumably it ran 
without a parlor car, as the parlor car was not essen- 
tial. It was withdrawn and stored for some years 
through World War 2 and the period of coal short- 
ages afterwards. 


On 12.4.39 the Spirit was altered to depart Albury at 
07 40 and to arrive in Melbourne at 11 15. This 


OCTOBER 1990 


blocked the Spirit, which was held at Wodonga. (I 
suspect that the source is wrong, and that the derail- 
ment occurred at 00 45 on 14.4, with the diversion via 
Tocumwal being made on two nights.) The down 
Spirit on Saturday 15.4 was a substitute set of any 
available airconditioned carriages, the Avoca dining 
car and a non-airconditioned parlor car. It was 
hauled by double headed A2s to Seymour and then 
by double headed D3s to Tocumwal. It returned on 
Sunday 16.4. (See Divisional Diary, May 1960, page 13 
and June 1960, page 7.) 


Although there were four S class Pacific locos avail- 
able, there were times when the Spirit was hauled by 
an X or H220. These locos were restricted to 50 mph 
(80 km/h), but did not lose too much time as they 
could maintain speed on the uphill sections. The 
high daily totals run by S class locos (over 360 miles 
(600 kilometres) per day) made the 3000 mile exam 
necessary every seven to eight days. The exam took 
two days, and was made at Seymour. This required 
three of the four locos to be available at all times to 
power the Spirit and Albury Express, allowing only 
one to be out of traffic for major workshop attention. 


Driver George Padgett was a well known speed 
demon, and is reputed to have hit 84 mph (136 km/h) 
one day on a regular run. A school cleaner who once 
fired for George recalls that he would never shut off 
the regulator to slow down for a staff exchange; he 
would apply the brakes with the regulator fully open, 
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The up Spirit of Progress at Heathcote Junction on Sat.24.11.56. (Doug McLean) 


and then release the brakes after a successful staff 
exchange. 


On Melbourne Cup Day, the southbound Spirit 
would stop at Newmarket to set down passengers 
connecting to Flemington Racecourse. 


Logs for three Spirit journeys made during the pre- 
ceding 10 years were published in the ARH'S Bulletin 
for December 1947. The best run from Albury to 
Melbourne was made with S302 hauling nine 
vehicles (420 t), in an overall time of 214 minutes. 
This represented a nett time of 208 minutes after 
allowing for a permanent way restriction. The other 
runs were made by S301 hauling 11 vehicles (530 t) 
in 225 minutes overall, 213 minutes nett and S300 
hauling 11 vehicles (530 t) in 227% minutes overall, 
220 minutes net. 


During the autumn of 1947 there was a maintenance 
workers’ strike. The Spirit ran with a mixture of 
equipment, and the schedule was slowed by one 
hour. A photograph dated April 1947 shows the up 
Spirit with a mixed load of E and S stock, some of it 
non-airconditioned, including two AEs marshalled 
ahead of the Spirit parlor car. (Divisional Diary, May 
1960, page 13.) 


On an average return trip to Albury, the Spirit of 
Progress required 60 kg of cooked meats, 20 kg of 
turkey, 20 kg of ham and bacon, 60 portions of fish, 
50 kg of vegetables, 350 serves of sweets, 320 pieces 
of fruit, 15 large loaves of bread, 30 dozen eggs, 8 kg 
of sugar, 2 kg of coffee and soup, biscuits, cake, jam, 
butter, oatmeal, sauce, pepper and gallons of ice 
cream. (VR Newsletter, May 1948.) 
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* The March 1953 VR Newsletter reported that the 


Governor of Queensland had arrived in Melbourne 
in State Car 4 attached to the Spirit of Progress. 


THE DIESEL ERA 


The August 1953 VR Newsletter reported that there 
had been a trial run ofa B class diesel electric loco on 
the Spirit of Progress. The November 1953 VR News- 
letter reported that S301 had been scrapped. Diesels 
took over the Spirit working from Friday 23.4.54. 


During the March 1954 royal tour both aircondi- 
tioned diners were used on the royal train. The Spirit 
of Progress ran with a 27 seat buffet car. Brakevan 
34CE was painted blue and gold for the royal tour; 
thereafter it was used as a backup brakevan for the 
Spirit of Progress. (See February 1955 ARHS Bulletin.) 


After dieselisation the Spirit of Progress could be 
seen with 13 or 14 vehicles. 


The parlor car was transferred to the Daylight from 
late 1956. (See June 1957 VR Newsletter.) It was then 
rebuilt internally and retitled ‘club car’. It ran a trial 
trip to Geelong on Friday 16.5.58 and entered service 
on the Daylight on Tuesday 20.5. 


After the advent of saloon cars in 1957, AZ and BZ 
carriages were included in the consist of the Spirit 
of Progress. 


After running a light engine trial from Wodonga to 
Barnawartha and return, and a freight trial from 
Wodonga to Benalla and return, diesel electric loco 
$300 entered VR service on Monday 19.8.57 and 
hauled the up Spirit of Progress that morning (eight 
vehicles, 420 t) in a total time of 218 minutes. It lost 
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four minutes at a permanent way slack, regained the 
time, was four minutes early at Heathcote Junction 
and thereafter was eased off to avoid arriving early. 
* Harold Clapp had been very concerned with the 
aesthetics of the Spirit, and once ‘carpeted’ an 
employee who had allowed a van of bananas to be 
attached to it. However, by 1958 louvre vans were 
making a regular appearance on the train. For exam- 
ple the down Spirit on 21.2.58 consisted of $306-VP- 
2xAS-AZAvoca-3xBS-CS. 


* White coats for Spirit of Progress dining car stewards 


replaced dinner jackets and waistcoats about April 
1958. (See May 1958 VR Newsletter.) 

* The down Spirit of Progress on Saturday 18.10.58 was 
hauled by three B class locos, the first reported triple 
header on this train. (October 1958 Divisional Diary.) 

* The Spirit’s 21st birthday was celebrated on Sunday 
23.11.58. S302 hauled eight vehicles (420 t) on the up 
train that morning. It lost 74 minutes at permanent 
way restrictions and 1% minutes slowing for pho- 
tographers when approaching Broadmeadows, but 
was still nine minutes early. After a slow run through 
the suburbs it reached Spencer Street 3% minutes 
early. (See December 1958 Divisional Diary.) 

* On the Thursday evening at the start of the Easter 
holidays in 1959 the 18 30 Spirit of Progress consisted 
of $301-3xAS-2xAZ-AS-diner-BS-2xBZ-BS-CS. 

* For a year, commencing on 14.2.60, there were no 
Sunday country or suburban trains in Victoria, 
although interstate trains still ran. To minimise the 
number of signalboxes needed the Spirit of Progress 
was diverted to run via Albion. This made its run the 
longest non-stop run in Australia, beating the Bris- 
bane Limited’s Taree - South Grafton run by 200 
metres! The down Spirit was allowed an extra ll 
minutes to Broadmeadows, but the Albury arrival 
time was unaltered at 22 20. The up Spirit was due at 
Spencer Street at 11 40 after an unrealistic allowance 
of five minutes from Footscray. As part of the same 
dispute, the 18 45 Monday to Saturday Wangaratta 
was cancelled and the Spirit stopped at Euroa, 
Benalla and Wangaratta. It would lose 20 minutes on 
most runs. The service grants dispute was settled in 

| February 1961. The 18 45 Monday to Saturday down 

| Wangaratta railcar was restored from 6.2, and the 
Spirit ran express again. The 07 30 up Wangaratta 
railcar was restored from 7.2, but the up Spirit did not 
resume express running until 9.2. (September 1960 
Divisional Diary, page 13, and March 1961 Divisional 
Diary, page 13.) 

* On 31.5.60 the Spirit of Progress was derailed as it was 
leaving Albury. A substitute train (S300-4AS-1BZ- 
25BE-10ABE-24AE-45BE-31CE) was assembled, 
and it arrived in Melbourne at 13 52. (June 1960 
Divisional Diary, page 7.) 

* On 5.9.60, during the school holidays, the up Spirit 
consisted of B82, S308 and 16 vehicles, a load of 
about 790 t. (November 1960 Divisional Diary). 

* On Sat.8.10.60 the down Spirit of Progress was hauled 
by S308, S305 and $309. This is believed to have 
been the first use of triple S class locos on this train. 
(October 1960 Divisional Diary, page 14.) 

* Because of a strike in New South Wales on 
Tues.29.11.60, the down Spirit on Mon.28.11 did not 
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connect to New South Wales. On Tues.29.11 the up 
Spirit was cancelled, but a special left Wodonga at 08 
00, serving Wangaratta, Benalla and Euroa. A down 
special serving Euroa, Benalla and Wangaratta 
departed on the Spirit’s path, and the down Spirit 
departed at 20 10, with its connection reaching Syd- 
ney at 11 00. On Wed.30.11 a special departed Wan- 
garatta at 08 40, running to the Spirit of Progress 
times. The Spirit departed Albury at 13 00 and 
arrived in Melbourne at 16 40. 


* On 17.1.61 the Spirit again consisted of 16 vehicles 
with S-B. The February 1961 VR Newsletter stated 
that the train contained 14 airconditioned sitting car- 
riages with an airconditioned dining car and brake- 
van. 


* On Mon.13.3.61 (Labour Day) the down Spirit col- 
lided with the rear of a Holiday Train Association 
special which had been held at the home signal 
awaiting entry to Seymour station. Shower car 
Carey, a former state car, was scrapped after this col- 
lision. The special had been out on the Mansfield 
line and was proceeding to Seymour for the dinner 
stop. (April 1961 Divisional Diary.) 

* The last broad gauge Spirit of Progress ran on 
Mon.16.4.62, From Albury its consist was S309-CE- 
BZ-3xBS-diner-SxAS-CE. As a farewell gesture, it 
was hauled from Seymour to Melbourne by A2 995 
and A2 996, arriving at 11 47. 


LIFE AFTER DEATH 


* On Thurs.5.1.67 there was a head-on collision be- 
tween two standard gauge goods trains near Broad- 
ford before 06 00. The up (standard gauge) Spirit 
terminated at Seymour, and the passengers con- 
tinued on the morning up Numurkah pass. That 
night the down Spirit was a broad gauge train to 
Albury, consisting of S309-CE-5xBE-BW-3xAE-C, 
departing at 18 45. 

* On Fri.7.2.69 the up Southern Aurora collided head- 
on with a freight train just south of Violet Town. The 
up Spirit terminated at Benalla. Passengers went to 
Seymour by bus, and then to Melbourne by broad 
gauge special. That night the down Spirit was a broad 
gauge train, departing at 20 15 for Seymour, where 
passengers transferred to the standard gauge set. 


* There was a brief revival of the broad gauge Spirit 
during the 1974 fuel shortage in New South Wales. 
The standard gauge Spirit and Aurora were com- 
bined. From Tues.6.8 (first down) to Sun.15.9 (last 
up) a special broad gauge working departed Mel- 
bourne at 18 45 Sunday to Friday and 18 55 on Satur- 
day, with a 10 minute refreshment stop at Seymour 
and stops at Benalla, Wangaratta and Wodonga. The 
overall time was three hours 55 minutes, and the 
regular load was BS-AS-CE, with a third sitting car 
on some nights. (December 1974 Newsrail, page 
268.) 


* On Fri.9.4.82 (Good Friday) there was a standard 
gauge goods derailment at Springhurst. The south- 
bound Spirit terminated at Albury, with passengers 
continuing on the 06 50 up broad gauge pass. That 
night the down Spirit was a broad gauge train to 
Albury. (The consist was not mentioned in the 
report on page 132 of the June 1982 Newsrail). 
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STANDARD GAUGE 
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* 


* 
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The standard gauge Spirit of Progress had a life of 24 
years and four months, one month less than that of 
the broad gauge Spirit. 


A highlight of the inaugural weekend in April 1962 
was the delivery run of a Spirit set to Sydney. This 
was run as a fan trip with S313 to Albury and two 
green 38s from there to Sydney, and some very fast 
running was achieved. 


The original standard gauge Spirit schedule was: 
Melbourne, 18 45; Albury, 23 06-14; Sydney, 08 40. 
Stops were made at Culcairn, The Rock, Wagga 
Wagga, Junee, Cootamundra, Harden, Yass Junc- 
tion, Goulburn, Moss Vale and Strathfield. The 
Strathfield stop was omitted from the return 
schedule: Sydney, 20 10; Albury 05 32-40; Mel- 
bourne 10 00. 


The original standard gauge Spirit consist was, from 
the Sydney end, VAC (car 13)-NAM (14)-VBK 
(17)-VBK_(18)-VRS-VFX_ (19)-VFS_—(20)-VFS 
(21)-VFK (22)-VFK (23)-VFK (24)-PHN-VHN. The 
through VAC carriage to or from Canberra ran on 
only some nights each week. On these nights both 
vans were at the front of the train and the VAC 
trailed. On other nights the VHN was at the north 
end and the PHN was at the south end. The only 
spare VR stock consisted of a VHE brakevan (a CE 
on standard gauge bogies) and a VBK first class 
carriage. 

By November 1962, and possibly as early as May 
1962, the Spirit of Progress was accelerated to give 
Albury times of 23 00-09 and 05 45-55, with an 
additional stop at Henty, NSW. 


In November 1962 non-smoking accommodation 
was provided in one saloon of cars 18, 22 and 23. 


To celebrate the 25th anniversary of the commence- 
ment of running of the Spirit of Progress, on 
Fri.23.11.62 the southbound Spirit arrived at plat- 
form 2 at Spencer Street with its loco (ill-fated $314) 
carrying a silver anniversary headboard. A photo 
appeared in the VR 1962-63 Annual Report. 


By 13.5.63 (possibly by Nov.62) the times at Mel- 
bourne were altered on Sundays: arr., 09 50; dep., 
19.00. 


From May 1963 VHEIl was in service on alternate 
nights while the VHN brakevans were overhauled. 


The 4.8.63 timetable introduced further acceleration 
in Victoria, with ‘compensating’ retardation in New 
South Wales: Melbourne, 18 45 (19 00 Sun.); Albury, 
22 45 (22 48 Sun.)-22 55; Sydney, 08 40, and Sydney, 
20 10; Albury, 05 50-06 00; Melbourne, 09 55 (09 45 
Sun.). 


From 1.12.63 stops were introduced at Benalla and 
Wangaratta without affecting other times. 


VR constructed VAM1 as a spare Canberra carriage, 
which entered service on 13.12.63. Two VFS car- 
riages were given a snackbar compartment each and 
recoded VFR. 

The standard southbound consist was soon altered 
to VAC (car 13)-NAM (14)-VAM (15)-VBK (17)-VFS 
(19)-VFK (20)-VRS-VFX (21)-VFK (22)-VFK 
(23)-VFR (24)-VBK (25)-PHN-VHN (quoted from 
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the north end.) For many years the southbound 
train had a black wooden NSW MLV van trailing 
from Sydney to Wagga Wagga. 


From 4.5.64 times at some intermediate stations 
were adjusted by a few minutes, and this timetable 
remained unchanged for five years. 


On Fri.24.12.65 a freight train derailment south of 
Goulburn, NSW caused the northbound and south- 
bound Spirits (and all other interstate trains) to be 
diverted via Cowra. The southbound Spirit departed 
Sydney with electric motors 4609 and 4604, and 
reached Melbourne at 16 14. The northbound train 
reached Sydney at 12 51. On other occasions the Spi- 
rit was diverted to run via Granville, the Picton -Mit- 
tagong Loop line or the Moss Vale - Unanderra 
route. 


From June 1966 broad gauge carriages 3AZ and 3BZ 
were fitted with head end power cables and were 
available to be bogie exchanged to standard gauge 
when needed. 


On Fri.25.11.66 the northbound Spirit of Progress 
departed with S314 hauling 15 vehicles, totalling 
800 t. The load was heavy because a large group of 
migrants was travelling to NSW. 


A goods train derailment at Somerton at about 15 00 
on Mon.6.2.67 caused the Southern Aurora to be 
rescheduled to depart at 22 30 that night, with the 
Spirit of Progress following at 22 45. (March 1967 
Divisional Diary) 

On Thurs.23.11.67 the 30th anniversary of the com- 
mencement of running of the Spirit of Progress was 
celebrated by Monash Railway Club members 
travelling to and from Junee overnight. The consist 
of the northbound train was X31-VHN-PHN-VBK- 
VFK-VRS-VFX-2xVFK-VFR-VBK-NAM-VAC. 
The southbound train arriving in Melbourne on 
Fri.24.11 consisted of X34-VP-PHN-VBK-VFR- 
2xVFK-VFX-VRS-VFK-VBK-VAM-NAM-VHN. 
Following two separate loco failures, the Spirit was 
hauled from Junee to Sydney by 4015-4017 on 1.3.68. 
(March 1968 Railway Digest.) 


Following problems, the Spirit was hauled from 
Warwick Farm to Sydney Central by two 46 class 
electric motors on 18.3.68, with the two dead 44s in 
the load. (March 1968 Railway Digest.) 


Because of lack of use the VHE brakevan was 
returned to broad gauge as 35CE. 


The frequency of the through service to Canberra 
was increased from four times per week to six times 
per week from 1969. 


On Mon.15.9.69 the northbound Spirit of Progress 
was derailed near Mittagong, NSW, without serious 
consequences. Various NSWGR carriages were 
used while VR carriages were rerailed and repaired. 


From 7.9.70 the Sunday times at Melbourne 
reverted to the Monday to Saturday times, arrive 
09 55, depart 18 45. 


The 10th anniversary of the commencement of stan- 
dard gauge services was celebrated on Sat.14.4.72 by 
having a broad gauge steam special headed by 2xR 
run parallel with the Spirit of Progress from Seymour 
to Melbourne. 


NEWSRAIL 


* 
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The Spirit of Progress (right) paces an Albury Express at Kilmore East, during the sixties. (V/Line photo) 


From 1.7.72 the Sydney arrival time was altered to 
08 42. 


A strike in Victoria on Fri.17.11.72 caused the South- 
ern Aurora to be rescheduled to 01 00 Saturday, with 
the Spirit of Progress following. The northbound 
Spirit crossed the southbound Aurora at Chiltern 
Loop, and waited at Wodonga Loop to cross the 
southbound Spirit and exchange buffet staff from 
06 21 till 06 24. 


DECLINE 


* 


The through carriage to Canberra was withdrawn 
permanently from Tues.6.8.74 as part of the New 
South Wales fuel shortage aftermath. Thereafter, 
the sleeping cars were always at the south end of the 
train, and the sitting set was reversed to place car 25 
at the north end. 


On 27.1.75 the Spirit of Progress departed Melbourne 
with a non-airconditioned VFW car running as car 
18 at the front of the train. 


To celebrate the centenary of Harold Clapp’s birth, 
VR placed B60 on standard gauge from Fri.2.5.75 
until Mon.19.5. On Wed.7.5 the centenary was cele- 
brated by having B60 with a headboard haul the 
Spirit of Progress from Albury to Melbourne. It also 
hauled the southbound Spirit on Fri.9.5. 


From Feb.77 the northbound Spirit of Progress had a 
shorter stop at Goulburn on Sunday mornings, but 
its arrival time in Sydney was unaltered. 


A short lived strike by the Southern Highlands 
branch of the National Union of Railwaymen on the 
evening of Tues.24.5.77 and the Wednesday morn- 
ing caused the northbound Spirit of Progress and 
Southern Aurora to be diverted via Cowra. The Spirit 
was worked by 42204 out of Albury. The loco ran 
around at Harden, but was detached at Cowra as 
western crews were not qualified to run the class. 
Locos 4701 and 4718 worked the train from Cowra to 
Lithgow, from where electric motors 4610 and 4621 
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worked it to Sydney, where it arrived 6% hours late. 
(July 1977 NSW Digest.) 


A derailment at Ingleburn on Tues.23.8.77 caused 
the northbound Spirit of Progress and Southern 
Aurora to be diverted via Wollongong. (October 1977 
NSW Digest.) 


From 6.7.80 the northbound Spirit of Progress 
stopped at Bowral, Mittagong and Picton on Sunday 
mornings. From 2.8.81 the northbound Spirit 
stopped at Bargo as well on Sunday mornings. 


By 1982, when through working of VR X class locos 
into New South Wales was common, the Spirit of 
Progress was often run with a single loco in New 
South Wales, such was the reduction in its regular 
load (combined with an easy schedule). See Sep- 
tember 1983 Newsrail, page 251, for a photo of X51 on 
the northbound Spirit taken at Junee on Sun. 
28.11.82. 


The southbound Spirit of Progress was hit by a fol- 
lowing freight train near Barnawartha on Thurs. 
17.6.82. Brakevan VHN2 was scrapped after this 
collision. 


From 27.1.83 the Spirit of Progress stopped at Camp- 
belltown in each direction, and the northbound 
Spirit ceased to stop at Strathfield. 


From 20.5.84 the Sydney arrival time was altered to 
08 45, giving the slowest schedule for 22 years. 


From June or July 1986 the northbound Spirit of 
Progress on Sunday mormings no longer served 
Bowral, Mittagong, Bargo or Picton. 


The final runs were made on Sat.2.8.86, with arrivals 
on the Sunday morning. The last southbound Spirit 
of Progress was hauled in Victoria by S301. By this 
time 2xVBK, 1xVFS, 1xVFR, 2xVAC and lIxVAM 
had been withdrawn from standard gauge working 
to be used on broad gauge services. The standard 
gauge Spirit of Progress had been hauled in Victoria 
by S, X, GM, 2xT, B, G, 422, 442 and 81 class locos 
through the years. Was it ever hauled by a WL, 
421 or C? 
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ARHS 50th ANNIVERSARY TOUR 


This tour ran on Sat.14.11.87 (see August 1988 Newsrail, 
page 230). Additions and amendments to the compre- 
hensive tour notes are: 


lst page: The reference to Robert Menzies is interest- 
ing. He entered state parliament in 1929; I believe 
that he was Minister for Transport at some stage. 
However, he switched to Federal parliament in 1934, 
and was soon Attorney General. Just when was the 
Spirit of Progress conceived, when was its construc- 
tion authorised, and what was Mr Menzies’ rele- 
vance to the inaugural ceremony? ‘Winton’ carpet 
should read ‘Wilton’ carpet. The name refers to the 
type of pile. VR used the spelling ‘parlor car’, not 
‘parlour car’. 


2nd page: The carriages were coded AS and BS by mid 
1938, not the mid 1930s as stated (they weren’t built 
until 1937). The DS was converted to a CS for the 
Daylight before June 1957, well before the com- 
mencement of the standard gauge era. The Barna- 
wartha accident occured on Thurs.17.6.82. The S 
class diesel locomotives were introduced in 1957, 
not 1956. 


3rd page: Mangalore airport has not been used as a 
diversion destination for Melbourne Airport for 
many years, although it is capable of handling 
domestic jets. Essendon airport is the preferred 
alternate. Journalist Keith Dunstan received flying 
training at Mangalore during World War 2, and 


mentions that the Spirit could easily overtake his 
Tiger Moth when it was flying into a headwind! 


4th page: ‘Wamgunyah’ should read ‘Wahgunyah’ and 
‘Barnawatha’ should read ‘Barnawartha’. 


5th page: On the map ‘Barnawatha’ should read ‘Barna- 
wartha’, and ‘Glenora Loop’ should read ‘McIntyre 
Loop’ (this map was published before the standard 
gauge line was opened, and the name of the loop was 
altered before the opening of the line). 


6th page: In 1927 two steel diners were built, Avoca and 
Hopkins. It was Avoca (not Hopkins) which was fitted 
with airconditioning in 1936. The Spirit came only 
one year later, not 10 as stated. Hopkins was sold to 
the Commonwealth Railways after World War 2, 
and was fitted with airconditioning by that system. 


7th page: The Spirit of Progress entered service on 
23 November 1937, not 28 November as stated. The 
S class steam locos were scrapped in 1954, not 1952 
as stated. 


The Seymour stop was eliminated with the intro- 
duction of larger tenders, but earlier in 1937. The 
inaugural Spirit of Progress schedule was the same 
as the Sydney Limited schedule. 


10th page: The inaugural run to Albury was made on 
23.11.37, not 28.11 as stated. 


A final interesting point, given the recent correspond- 
ence in Newsrail, is that a puller out was employed 
in constructing the Spirit of Progress. 


A once familar scene now passed into history, the Spirit waits departure time in platfom 1 at Spencer Street, while 
the Southern Aurora waits to be shunted into the platform after the Spirit’s departure. 27.11.85. (Bruce Baker) 


NEWSRAIL 


What Now?, or Is There A Future for 


Victoria’s Railways? 


I must admit to being a foreigner. Yes, I was born, and 
still reside, on the north side of the Murray River. 
However, I do have a soft spot for Victoria, and more 
especially its railways. Australia at the end of the last 
century had one of the highest, if not the highest, 
incomes per head in the world. Australia was then one 
of the most progressive nations in the world, econ- 
omically and socially. One of the great bounties 
bequeathed to present Australians was the rail network 
constructed by the Australians of the last century and 
the early part of the present century. 

One of the networks which had, and still has, enorm- 
ous potential is the Victorian system. This is because 
the so called ‘Garden State’ is almost perfectly 
designed topographically for the construction of rail- 
ways, and in particular high speed railways. One could 
naturally ask, ‘But wouldn’t the construction of high 
speed railways be very expensive?’, to which the 
answer could be, ‘Yes, they probably were expensive to 
build, but that was a long time ago’. Victorians are 
probably oblivious of the great treasure they have in 
what was once known as the Victorian Railways. 

Possibly railway enthusiasts from other states can 
truly appreciate this treasure more than the natives. 
The people of Victoria probably take the beautifully 
Straight alignments and short 1 in 50 gradients for 
granted. Railway enthusiasts from New South Wales 
who are more acquainted with the ring of sandstone 
cliffs surrounding Sydney will probably look upon 
them in a very different light. The Blue Mountains or 
the Illawarra may be more scenic for the photography 
of short trains, but operationally they present night- 
mares. Average speeds of at best 70 km/h are all that 
can be expected on such sections of track, which have 
not only very sharp curves, but also long stretches of 1 
in 40 and 1 in 33 gradients. In contrast, one is befuddled 
when asking why the best average speeds on the Vic- 
torian Railways were only about 90 km/h, which was 
achieved by the Jntercapital Daylight on Victorian 
metals more than a quarter of a century ago. 

The network which was built last century and which 
includes all Victorian main lines has almost no curves 
of less than 600 metres radius (which can be rounded at 
least 100 km/h) and not many more with a radius of less 
than 1200 metres (140 km/h). The alignment of Vic- 
toria’s main lines would easily allow a cruising speed of 
, at least 200 km/h and averages of at least 150 km/h. 

Why is there such an enormous gap between the 
potential and the reality? One could cry the usual cry of 
lack of money. This is partly true. However, a more 
accurate analysis is probably that not only does the rail 
system not make the most of what resources it has, but 
revels in how it can waste them. 

Perhaps a good example is the weight of rail between 
Melbourne and Albury. In the 1930s 80 lb rail was 
replaced by 90 lb rail. In the 1960s this was superseded 
| by 94 Ib rail on both broad and standard gauges. (80 to 
_ 94 Ib is hardly a massive improvement in the best part 
_ of a century.) Today this rail effectively limits loco- 
motives to 100 and 110 km/h when many could easily 
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travel at far higher speeds. Perhaps somewhere 
someone could have rearranged priorities and pur- 
chased really heavy rail which would have lasted longer 
than a mere 30 years. Supposedly the 1928 S class steam 
loco was designed to travel in excess of 160 km/h, but 
went to the scrappers having barely exceeded 110 km/h. 
The lost potential can be appreciated when it is realised 
that the replacement B class diesels held the same 
timetables with an output of little more than half the 
rail horsepower. 

Unfortunately, the S class may become symbolic of 
the whole Victorian rail system. All Australians, and 
many others, are becoming aware of Victoria’s desper- 
ate financial plight. One hears figures of $26 billion 
debt, of financial institutions that were unknown up 
north until news of their collapse, and of financial scan- 
dal after financial scandal. The result of this is a realisa- 
tion that the party is over, and that refers not only to the 
party which was Mr Cain’s. No matter what political 
party is in power, there will shortly be an almighty drive 
to economise, and it will be a miracle of the first magni- 
tude if railways are not high on the hit list. The public 
will be told that Victoria can no longer afford the 
luxury of an inefficient rail system losing the best part 
of a billion dollars a year and that there will have to be 
cutbacks. The only consolation will be that the system 
will not be able to be sold off, for the simple reason that 
essentially it already has been, by various devices such 
as leverage leasing. 

When one hears about all that debt, it would be nice 
to think that it actually achieved something. Perhaps 
the worn, weak 94 Ib rail on Victoria’s main lines could 
have been at least partially substituted for, on at least 
the interstate lines by super heavy head hardened rail, 
with the old 94 Ib plant being substituted for pioneer 
rail on some of the branches. It would be nice to think 
that some of those short 1 in 50 grades built last century 
had been effortlessly levelled off by some modern 
earthmoving machinery. It would be nice to think that 
at least some new suburban railways had at least been 
planned or thought about. Instead, there are only plans 
to convert lines to light rail lines. It would be nice if 
some of that debt had been used to convert much 
broad gauge railway to standard gauge. It would be nice 
if passenger trains could travel between Melbourne 
and Bendigo in an hour, or a little more, which the 
original 1862 alignment would allow. It would be nice if 
trains could travel to Albury within two hours, which 
the alignment almost demands. It would be nice if 
some of the dilapidated rural lines had been allowed to 
achieve their potential as tourist lines. 

Perhaps the Healesville line or the former Warbur- 
ton line could have been upgraded to full electric sub- 
urban standard, connecting with a cable car to the top 
of Mt Donna Buang. Perhaps the Mansfield line could 
have been extended 30 kilometres to Mirimbah, with a 
cable car to Mt Buller. Perhaps the Bright line could 
have been extended to Harrietville, with either a rack 
rail or cable car (or both) to the top of Mt Hotham, or 
similarly modified to serve Mt Buffalo. One of the 
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benefits of over-optimism (fuelled by corruption) of 
19th century Victoria is that there are now railways or 
former railways going everywhere. Victoria is truly a 
mecca for those who fantasise about rustic (not rusty) 
tural railways and cable cars. While doubtless the 
experts will provide a mass of figures to say that they 
would all have been hopelessly uneconomic, perhaps 
the real reason they would be uneconomic is that they 
would have been run by experts. It should be realised 
that virtually all of Victoria’s railways, existing and 
former, are potential ‘nice little earners’, if operated in 
a reasonably efficient way with a little imagination. 
How much better would branches, such as the Mans- 
field, Bright, Cudgewa, Orbost, Coleraine and Caster- 
ton lines, have operated if two man operation had been 
introduced 40 years ago, and driver only operation 20 
years ago? 

Instead, the last decade has seen a further contrac- 
tion of the rural network, the termination of the South- 
ern Aurora and the Spirit of Progress, little improvement 
to other interstate passenger services and country pas- 
senger services (this little improvement is due mainly 
to a program initiated by the former conservative gov- 
ernment) and a further deterioration in rail’s financial 
situation, in short a prelude to a disaster. 

The locomotives purchased for the country network 
are too heavy to travel at more than 100 to 110 km/h on 
the present track, yet not powerful enough to haul 
heavy trains at high speeds if by some miracle the 


tracks could be upgraded. Specifically, the N class loco 
of the 1980s is not really all that different from the S 
class loco of the 1950s. (A 25% increase in power over 
three decades could hardly be described as a dramatic 
improvement when the manufacturer has more than 
doubled the power of its diesels; it is about the same 
increase of that of the S class loco over the B class loco 
over five years during the 1950s.) 

Unfortunately, I have the distinct feeling that we 
should appreciate whatever we have now, because it 
may not exist for much longer. Railfans should go out 
and buy their camcorders right now, while there are 
still trains to photograph! In the future, perhaps there 
will be a token XPT or two, but the other trains may 
well go, as most have in New South Wales. Possibly 
consultants will be hired, as they were in New South 
Wales, to tell Victorians that they need to rationalise 
their network, and so on. Doubtless many very low 
cost recovery ratios will be quoted and almost as cer- 
tainly the very worst strategy will be advised, and go 
unquestioned. As in New South Wales, the deficit will 
probably be as large as ever. 

Yes, I do believe that the old S class steamers will be 
symbolic of the whole Victorian system, a system of 
potential high speed railways everywhere that was 
never allowed to achieve its potential, that will be 
scrapped. Essentially it was done when someone called 
John Cain was the premier of the state, as was the case 
with the S class steam locomotives. 


$301 in the North Melbourne Loco, July 1937. ‘The symbol of Victorian Railways?’ Never allowed to reach their full 
potential and abandoned in haste. (A R Lyell) 


NEWSRAIL 


The VFT Part 3 
— On the Slow Line! 


The Very Fast Train project seems, to the author, to be 
losing momentum and perhaps, to have been diverted 
to the slow line. Many of the non-technical issues of 
the project are now being aired or debated, often pro- 
jecting a pessimistic perspective. 


This article reviews the various events that have 
taken place recently, and presents an update to the end 
of August 1990. 


THE VICTORIAN ENQUIRY 


In Part 1, the basis of the Victorian government’s 
enquiry was discussed. The panel, chaired by Professor 
Mal Logan issued an interim report during late June. In 
this report, the panel said it needed further information 
on both the coastal and inland routes before it could 
give unconditional support to the project. It however, 
supported the proposal in principle and noted that the 
present Melbourne — Sydney rail link had been 
neglected in terms of investment, and that such a new 
link could form an important aspect of Australia’s 
economic future. 


While not supporting any route directly, it said that 
the inland, or Hume, route appears to be the more 
socially and environmental acceptable option. The 
panel called for Commonwealth government involve- 
ment in order to overcome state-federal difficulties. 
The importance of the project to the nation as a whole 
could not be neglected, if it was found to be viable. 


On the issue of ‘land value capture’, i.e., the VFT 
owners gain the increased value of land because of the 
project, the report was of the view that this would be 
‘socially and politically unacceptable’. The panel has 
proposed options for government ownership of the 
land corridor. 


During mid May, before the issue of the report, 
various Ministers in the then Cain government com- 
mented on the project. Mr. Crabb, Minister for Con- 
servation and Environment, said he would be ‘aston- 
ished’ if the coastal route was selected by the VFT joint 
venturers. He was quoted in the Melbourne Age, 
17.5.90, as saying ‘I will be absolutely amazed if some- 
body can produce the engineering solution to the prob- 
lem that will manifest itself with a 400 metre wide 
supersonic swathe through the Australian Alps.’ The 
panel chairman viewed these comments as untimely. 


INSTITUTE OF ENGINEERS’ CONFERENCE — 
CANBERRA 


In this conference, held during late March and organ- 
ised by the Institute of Engineers, various speakers 
made wide ranging and useful comments. The views 
varied from technical, economic and industrial to 
those of social and conservation. The technical aspects 
deserve an article by themselves and these will form 
Part 4. 


One of the reported aspects of the conference was 
the calls for Federal involvement in the study of the 
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project. Such a call was made by the Australian 
Conservation Foundation. The foundation ‘supports 
the concept of a high-speed rail transport system 
between Sydney and Melbourne, via Canberra, 
provided it can be established in an environmentally- 
sensitive manner.’ 


In a paper by Professor Gilmour of Macquarie Uni- 
versity, he urged more community participation in 
order to design environmental guidelines and help 
understanding. The paper said that ‘public participa- 
tion procedures in Australia tend to be treated as a 
public relations exercise, where the proponent uses 
every opportunity to recommend the proposal’. The 
converse can be said too about the opponents. He 
called for a better process involving the community. 
At present, the process is adversarial, not problem- 
solving. 


With regard to the Australian railway industry, the 
Chairman of the Australian Railway Industry Commit- 
tee concluded that the project can be built within 
Australian industry capacity. Ecomomic reality and 
engineering common sense will see the use of overseas 
technical elements. However, production capacity for 
the rail, locomotives and carriages now exist within 
Australian industry at a sufficient level to meet the 
proposed construction timetable. Australian industry 
must fight though, for the right to be involved. 


A paper that considered the implications for de- 
velopment and population growth was presented by 
Gordon Craig, former chairman of the Albury- 
Wodonga Development Corporation. He said, ‘The 
project is much more a joint venture (with the public) 
than it is an independent private investment.’ Another 
point was that the issue of urban development will not 
be a by-product of the VFT. The VFT is a response to 
the type of Australian urban development. A VFT 
would enable planning to take place for where the pro- 
jected population increase of three million in the next 
12 years would live. It will assist in minimising further 
urban sprawl around both Melbourne and Sydney. 


Dr. George Deutsch in his paper, discussed the place 
of the VFT in Australia’s national transport strategy. In 
terms of freight, it is not expected to have a significant 
impact. This is because the VFT will be competing for 
the high value, time sensitive freight market. Today, 
this market is held by the airlines and the overnight 
road freight system, which is already highly competi- 
tive. Technological change in terms of the electronic 
transfer of documents will influence this market in the 
future. With respect to passengers, the project fits with 
the Federal government’s strategy, which is to increase 
market force competition. There is a danger however, 
that if not successful, it could become a burden on the 
taxpayer because of other modes of transport having 
been reduced or removed. 


A VFT would have large implications on the airline 
economics if successful. The opening of the airline 
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industry to competition is likely to lead to lower fares, 
and thus reduce the desirability of the VFT. Business 
travel is forecast to form about a third of VFT patron- 
age. Development however, within the communi- 
cation fields is likely to reduce the growth rate of this 
market. Curtailment of existing rail and bus links is 
likely in the advent of VFT. Governments would 
thereby come under pressure to subsidise VFT fares 
for those travellers who enjoy concession fares. 

Another aspect will be the effect of additional 
demand for transport infrastructure and motor 
vehicles at the end a VFT journey. This will result ifthe 
forecast of induced VFT trips, some 2.5 million or 40% 
of the traffic, occurs. Dr. Deutsch puts the following 
question, ‘whether it may be desirable to limit the 
demand for infrastructure and energy use for interstate 
travel by demand management techniques rather 
than by providing an unlimited service with accom- 
panying low fare packages and other inducements to 
travel?’ 

The financial and cost-benefit aspect of the VFT was 
considered by Professor Swan of the University of 
NSW. While he said his analysis was exceedingly pre- 
liminary, he questioned the viability of a project, which 
on his basis showed a real rate of return of 9%. This 
means the project would have its break even point at a 
cost of capital equal to 9% in real terms. Today, borrow- 
ing costs are high, and the risk perceived by the in- 
vestors will affect the actual resulting cost of capital. 

An important element in the viability of the project, 
will be the cost. The propensity for major Australian 
projects to have large cost overruns will not enhance 
investor confidence unless the project definition is 
high and able to be quickly executed. 

Swan questions the passenger forecasts and points 
to the poor patronage on TNT’s Sydney monorail as an 
example of an optimistic forecast. A fare war between 
the VFT and airlines will further affect the viability of 
the project. The airlines are already preparing to meet 
increased competition in their own field. The unsuc- 
cessful pilots’ strike has given them a head start. 

The issue of capturing the increase in land value may 
well be the single factor in determining whether the 
project goes ahead or not. Swan notes that it will 
require government intervention to achieve this gain, 
through the issue of compulsory land acquisition 
orders. Political opposition to these, especially by the 
present land owners, will see government need to con- 
sider the full costs and benefits of the project. This will 
need to be done for both cash and non cash. 

Swan concludes that to justify government granting 
compulsory acquisition rights, it must be shown that 
the VFT will result in large net social benefits. The 
consortium will be unable to include these within its 
fare structure. 

The institute’s conference was by no means a glorifi- 
cation of the advantages of the project. Speakers raised 
many questions regarding planning implementation 
from the public perspective and questions of its social, 
environmental and economic viability. These concerns 
will need to be taken into account in the Joint Ventur- 
ers’ feasibility study and the various government 
enquiries. 


302 


THE VFT CONSORTIUM’S VIEWS 


In the July 1990 issue of VFT News, the consortium 
remains optimistic about the project. It reported on the 
various studies being undertaken to assist in the final 
feasibility analysis. Some of these are: 


* A corridor development study to help identify the 
route with the best development potential. The 
determination of the most suitable locations for 
stops along the preferred route, given the potential 
for future growth and its ability to sustain it in the 
future. 


* Update the 1987/88 market studies along both corri- 
dors. 


* Revise the construction costs on both routes includ- 
ing the varous options for entering Melbourne and 
Sydney. 

* Environmental studies worth $2.8 million, par- 
ticularly in the 80 km section between Orbost and 
Bonang. 


* Technical studies such as ballast testing in order to 
design the most cost effective track structure. 


COMMENTS 


The project, if it does proceed, will inevitably result in 
some undesirable environmental effects, whether fore- 
seen or not. It however, should have some positive 
environmental impacts as well, such as decreasing 
energy use, improving air quality and reducing the 
emission of greenhouse gases. These will need to be 
understood in order to see whether they have the 
desired positive net benefit. Social issues such as im- 
proved personal mobility and urban living standard are 
other aspects to be considered. 


Many reports and organisations have called for the 
Federal government to take a greater role in investigat- 
ing and facilitating the project. There seems to be a 
definite lack of visible movement or action in this 
regard, even though there is a Senate enquiry. 


Several people have expressed doubt on the Joint 
Venturers’ forecasts. The importance of these cannot 
be underestimated. Any significant inaccuracy, par- 
ticularly if over optimistic will deal a fatal blow to the 
project, and perhaps to the Australian economy if the 
VFT is built. 


The project is falling behind its anticipated schedule. 
When the consortium announces its intentions, it is 
quite likely that the project will become entangled in 
further government considerations. At this stage, as 
with many projects, it appears that progress is slow. 
It is on the slow line, but whether it is heading to a dead 
end siding or onto the main line once again, only time 
will tell. 


References: 


National Conference on the VFT Project, Canberra 
21-22 March 1990, Preprints of Papers, Institute of 
Engineers Australia. 


VFT News, Issue No. 2, July 1990. 
The Age, March 22, 23, April 18, 25, May 17 and 
June 26. 


NEWSRAIL 


Above: X51-X50-S303 pass the Bacchus Marsh down 
departure signal cautiously with a superfreighter due to the 


failure of the signalling section to Ballan on Sat.13.2.88. 


(Graham Withers) 
MARSI ] Below: C501-C502 roll into Bacchus Marsh on No.9148 up 


superfreighter on Wed.25.4.90. C class are not usual on 
superfreighters because of their 80 km/h maximum speed. 
(Gavin McLaughlan) 
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NEWSRAIL 


X35-X31 depart Wodonga yard with No.9304 goods on 
Mon.15.1.90. (Kelvin Russell) 
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General News 


STATE BUDGET 1990 


Because of the importance of this year’s State Trans- 
port budget, news and speculation leading up to the 
budget and the budget itself feature prominently in this 
general news section. 


Cut backs: According to media reports, the Transport 
Minister, Mr Spyker admitted on Thurs.16.8 that coun- 
try and metropolitan rail services could be axed in the 
budget. ‘Options are being considered - if you look at 
history, there have been dramatic changes from time to 
time.’ Mr Spyker said the Transport Ministry had to 
examine every possible way of cutting expenditure. 

The services under threat include the Sandringham 
line, which carries 30 000 passengers a day, the 
Alamein line, and the Hurstbridge line, beyond 
Eltham. Lines earmarked for immediate closure under 
the Treasury plan are the Upfield, Mildura, Leongatha 
and Stony Point lines. Massive service cuts are planned 
for the country. Those identified by the Treasury 
include the closure of the Warrnambool line past Gee- 
long, and the replacement of pass. trains with buses on 
the Dimboola line past Ballarat, the Swan Hill line past 
Bendigo, the Cobram line past Shepparton and the 
Gippsland line past Traralgon. 

Senior transport officials are said to have been upset 
at attempts by Ministers to administer service cuts 
from outside the portfolio. In an aside to this, the Trea- 
surer Mr Roper is in danger of losing preselection for 
his safe seat of Brunswick because of his support for 
heavy rail cuts in the state budget. A recent meeting of 
the Brunswick ALP branch passed a motion calling on 
Mr Roper to support the retention of the Upfield rail 
line or stand down as the local member. 

On Sun.19.8, after a State Cabinet meeting, the 
newly elected Premier, Mrs Kirner announced to a 
press conference held at Williamstown railway station 
that no lines would be closed because of budget 
cutbacks to the Transport Ministry. The Williamstown 
line just happens to run through Mrs Kirner’s 
electorate. 

Public transport unions on Tues.21.8 warned the 
State Government that it could expect another Met- 
Ticket style industrial campaign if spending in the 
forthcoming budget fell short of the figure put forward 
by unions and the Public Transport Corporation. Talks 
between transport unions and the Premier, Mrs Kirner 
were scheduled for that evening. On the same day, rail 
unions were seeking an assurance from the Transport 
Minister not to replace off peak evening rail services 
with buses. Transport officials say replacing trains with 
buses at night would improve safety and provide a 
more flexible service. Such changes would also reduce 
staff and running costs. Informed sources have put a 
figure of 15% as what rail travellers may expect their 
fares to increase by. 


The Budget: The State Budget was handed down on 
Tues.28.8 with a 12 per cent cut to funding for the 
Transport Ministry and with an expected job loss of 
1500 staff. An increase of up to 15 per cent in fares 
which will reap an extra $23 million in revenue, has 
reduced pressure on the Public Transport Corporation 
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to slash services. The overall picture is that the Gov- 
ernment has budgeted for an overall reduction in 
public transport of 5 per cent, due mainly to the 
announced fare increases and a projected rise in pas- 
senger numbers. The fare increase is tipped to take 
place in early October. 

The Corporation’s funding fell by more than $7 mil- 
lion from the past financial year. It had asked for $800 
million - $600 million for recurrent spending and $200 
million for capital works. The Corporation received 
$703 million; $550 million for recurrent spending and 
$153 million for capital works. Most funds will go to 
maintaining the system, with expansion limited to a 
new station at Clifton Hill and the introduction of 20 
new light rail vehicles. The plan to introduce double- 
decker suburban carriages has been postponed indefi- 
nitely with the future of the Sprinter rail cars not 
known at this stage (Editor: does the reference to light 
rail vehicles refer to the Sprinter rail cars?) and the 
Upfield light rail project has been abandoned. 

The major funding areas will be: 

1. $10 million will go to the start of the upgrading of 
signals and communications network, a move 
which was announced earlier this year following an 
enquiry into the safety standards of the signalling 
system. As announced earlier, the upgrading is 
expected to take up to ten years. 

2. A $6 million security upgrade, including a program 
to equip all train drivers and guards with radios. 
Alterations to electric suburban stock to allow for 
roving guards for increased security to rail pas- 
sengers. 

3. The doubling of funds to better protect level cros- 
sings. 

4. The rebuilding of Clifton Hill railway station. 

5. The purchase of 20 light rail vehicles. 

Fare increases: Some examples of the fare increases 


announced in the budget are as follows (old fares in 
brackets): 


Zone 1 Zone 2 Zone 3 
Daily: 2.90 (2.50) 2.10 (1.80) 4.20 (3.60) 
3 Hour: 1.60 (1.40) 1.10 (0.90) 1.10 (0.90) 
Weekly: 12.50 (12.20) 9.10 (8.50) 9.10 (8.50) 


Daily travelcards covering the suburban system are 
now 6.20 (5.30). 


Weekly travelcards as above are now 24.80 (21.30). 


Union reaction: Transport unions said they did not 
believe the Government could maintain services 
under the burden of the harsh budget. Unions were to 
meet on Fri.31.8 to discuss the budget and industrial 
action has not been ruled out although threats of 
industrial action were muted. Up to 600 of the 1500 jobs 
to be lost would come from white-collar areas when 
the amalgamation of the Met and V/Line is completed. 
The other 900 jobs to be lost have not yet been identi- 
fied. The Transport Minister was to meet with the 
unions to identify areas where jobs were to be cut. 


Rail freight growing: The use of rail transport to move 
freight between states continues to grow more rapidly 
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than all other forms of transport. The latest Bureau 
ofStatistics figures, released during August show that 
total interstate freight moved by rail during 1989-90 was 
9.27 million tonnes, an increase of 13.6 per cent over 
the previous year. 

New initiatives taken by V/Line should increase that 
market share even further. The Melbourne - Sydney 
car train, leaving Melbourne week days at 13 30 with a 
delivery time in Sydney of 07 30 the next morning is 
one such initiative. A similar service operates between 
Adelaide and Melbourne three days a week and shortly 
a daily service between Melbourne and Brisbane is 
expected to start. One car train does the work of 30 road 
transports. 

The Victorian car industry now has a first-rate over- 
night rail service due to V/Line’s commitment to this 
service. A new federal rail corporation would be set 
up to handle all interstate rail freight, leaving state 
railways to deal only with intrastate freight services. 
As reported in an earlier issue, the Freight Initiative 
Committee has proposed the creation of a National 
Rail Freight Corporation and it is good news indeed 
that the Federal Minister for Land Transport is 
prepared to back the idea. 


New Image: V/Line has seen fit to reach out to the 
increasing Japanese tourist market. During August 
new Daylink and Melbourne/Sydney Express brochures 
have been circulated with Japanese printed on one side 


of the brochures. Also during August, the Victorian 
Tourism Commission released a new pamphlet featur- 
ing Victoria’s preserved steam train operators. The 
brochure is Steam Trains - Melbourne Victoria Austra- 
lia and gives information on most of the preservation 
societies in the state. The six page full colour brochure 
has been distributed to the RACV, major regional 
tourism information offices and Victour offices. 


VET: The VFT project suffered a blow when Elders 
announced on Fri.24.8 that the company was pulling 
out of the scheme. Elders is hoping to sell its share in 
the $5 billion project and will concentrate on its brew- 
ing operations. The chairman of the VFT consortium 
said he hoped an Australian company would buy 
Elders share and that it would not greatly affect the 
VFT project. 


For sale: Farrow Mortgage Services Pty Ltd, as mort- 
gagee in possession, is to auction the historic old head 
office of VicRail on Fri.14.9. In the continuing saga of 
the building, readers will recall that the Hellenic 
Business Forum contracted to buy the building for $7.9 
million with plans to use the building for a variety of 
cultural activities for Melbourne’s Greek community. 
The group paid a deposit of $10 000, subject to it being 
able to raise more money by the end of February this 
year for restoration work to be carried out on the build- 
ing. Unfortunately the deal has fallen through and the 
group has lost its deposit. 


8180-8172-T411 approach Tallarook Loop with a 10 15 down Albury car special on Sun.3.12.89. (John Dare) 
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Operations 


SOUTH 


Geelong news: Due to tie renewal works between Wer- 
ribee and Little River on Fri.10.8, Mon.13.8 and 
Tues.14.8 a number of changes were made to oper- 
ations between Melbourne and Geelong. Down pass. 
trains cancelled were the 11 00 (8229), 13 00 (8237) and 
14 40 (8241) with buses substituting while the up trains 
cancelled were the 12 30 (8244), 13 30 (8246) and 14 30 
(8248) again with buses being provided. Minor changes 
to the times of other services were also made. Single 
line working on the West line was used between 
Werribee and Little River. 


Because of Absolute Occupation between Little 
River and Lara on Thurs. 16.8 and Tues.21.8 the follow- 
ing pass. services were cancelled, 11 00 (8229), 14 00 
(8239) and 15 20 (8243) down trains and the 12 30 
(8244), 13 30 (8246) and 16 50 (8264) up trains with 
buses being provided as a substitute service. Other 
trains had minor changes to their schedules and single 
line working was in force on the West line between 
Little River and Lara. 


An interesting sighting of 8206 on Wed.22.8 
was recorded when N454-BE50-ACZ253-BRS223-N5 
operated this train. E cars in Z sets are rare these 
days. 


WEST 


General news and sightings: Because of ballast clean- 
ing operations between Trawalla and Buangor from 
Tues.8.8 to Fri.10.8 and Tues.14.8 and Wed.15.8 the 
times of the 07 55 down Dimboola and the 13 15 up 
Dimboola pass. were altered slightly. The down pass. 
was timed to arrive at Dimboola 10 minutes later than 
normal with the up pass. arriving at Spencer Street 21 
minutes later. The main freight alteration was to 9150 
goods which was run via Cressy. The western line con- 
tinues to provide plenty of variety in motive power, 
especially on freight trains with multiple working 
mixes of AN and V/Line locos. Sightings during 
August are listed: 
Sat.4.8: BL27-702 on an up freight from Adelaide. 
C502-C510 on 9150 express goods from Dry Creek. 
G537-706-BL31 on 9169 express goods to Dry Creek. 
Thurs.9.8: BL27-BL33 on 9146 superfreighter from 
Islington. BL31-706 on 9148 superfreighter from 
Islington. X52-X47 on 9169 express goods to Dry 
Creek. C508-701-702 on 9150 express goods from 
Dry Creek. 
Sun.19.8: C508-C501-S306-C502-C510 on 9150 express 
goods from Dry Creek. 


8174-8173 climb up grade towards Wandong with the 14 10 Albury - Dynon goods on Sat.9.12.89. (John Dare) 
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Mon.20.8: A85-S306-Goulburn-State Car No.5-N19-D on 
the 07 55 (8105) down Dimboola pass. 


Tues.21.8: Delays caused by signal failure interrupted 
the morning peak on the western line with arrivals in 
Melbourne delayed by between 10 and 30 minutes. 
An up Bacchus Marsh pass. was noted in platform 1 
at Spencer Street at 09 00 with B61-SH21 (dead)- 
PH452. The 17 47 down Bacchus Marsh that evening 
had the consist of PH452-FSH27 replacing 3 car set 
SH31. 


Fri.24.8: S310-PH451-FSH27 operated the 17 47 down 
Bacchus Marsh pass. 


NORTH 


Bendigo news: Figures released during August showed 
an increase of 10 per cent in the number of rail patrons 
using V/Line services out of Bendigo. During the 12 
month period to 30th June, a total of 164 861 passeng- 
ers travelled from Bendigo. Revenue was also up by 
11.3 per cent over the same period. 


The S class locos continue to operate regularly in the 
area although they are mainly confined to freight work- 
ings and usually in multiple with other classes of loco- 
motive. Recorded sightings during August were: 
Wed.1.8, G542-S313-S302 on an up block grain seen 
passing through Eaglehawk at 18 30, Thurs.9.8, an un- 
identified solo S class on 9080 block oil from Swan Hill 
sighted at Eaglehawk at 18 25, Mon.13.8, X36- 
$317-Y120 (dead) on 9064 goods with S317-Y120 being 
attached at Bendigo, Thurs.16.8 S300-T405 on 9080 
goods seen passing through Eaglehawk at 18 41. Other 
news from the area includes the re-tabling of 9064 
goods from Echuca to depart Bendigo at the later time 
of 19 00, instead of the former time of 17 00. Locomo- 
tive power on this train out of Bendigo has usually 
been an X-T combination with other mainline power 
attached at Bendigo. Sightings where this was not the 
case include: Fri.3.8 when X36-X38 departed Bendigo 
at 18 59 and Thurs.16.8 when X31-X36 were used, 
departing at 19 01. On Wed.29.8 X36 was solo on 9064 
goods when it arrived at Bendigo at 17 06. On Fri.31.8, 
X36-H1 on 9064 goods arrived at Bendigo at 18 23, 
X36-H1 detached and attached T396-P15-A81 plus 8 
vehicles before re-attaching to 9064 for the run to 
Melbourne. 


Passenger workings north of Bendigo continue to be 
the preserve of A and N class locos on the Northerner 
while the Bendigo terminating trains occasionally have 
the use of an X class. Sightings during August include: 
Wed.1.8, N465-D-Z54-D on the down Northerner at 
Bendigo at 19 45, Sun.5.8, A78-N456-D-N14-Z57-D on 
the 19 40 (8089) pass. arriving at Bendigo at 21 03 with 
the train split and N456-D-N14 continuing on to Swan 
Hill departing Bendigo at 21 15, Thurs.9.8, N458- 
Z62-D on the 18 30 (8065) pass. arriving at 20 48, 
Mon.13.8, N457-Z56-D303 on the 15 50 (8031) pass. 
arriving at 19 58, Tues.14.8, X40 on the 08 35 (8009) 
pass. On Wed.22.8, A class locos worked three 
recorded pass. trains either into or out of Bendigo, the 
first sighting was A79 on the 06 35 (8026), A66 operated 
the 08 35 (8009) pass. and A60 was used on the 18 30 
(8065) pass. On Tues.28.8 an unidentified X class was 
noted on the down Northerner while on Fri.31.8 A60 
operated the 18 30 (8062) up pass. 
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On Wed.8.8 a nasty incident, which could have 
resulted in loss of life was reported to police. The 15 30 
(8052) pass. out of Bendigo had a shot fired through 
one of the carriage windows near Ravenswood at 
approximately 15 45. Fortunately no one was injured in 
the incident. 


Echuca news: During the early part of August X31, X36 
and X38 provided the bulk of motive power require- 
ments in the Echuca area, often running 9064 to Mel- 
bourne and returning the next day on 9083. Sightings 
during the month are as follows: 

Wed.1.8: X36-23xVHGF operated 5167 down depart- 
ing Echuca at 09 20, returned at 17 30 on 5168 as 
X36-30xVHGF. 

Fri.3.8: X31 on 5167 departed Echuca at 08 00, X36 on 
9064 goods from Deniliquin arrived in Echuca at 
13 10, X36 ran 9064 to Melbourne and returned on 
Mon.6.8 on 9083 in the company of T404. 

Tues.7.8: X31 ran 5167 goods while X36 ran 9083 goods 
to Deniliquin, returning on the up at 14 20. 9064 up 
out of Echuca included 52RT in the consist. 14RT is 
the replacement. 

Wed.8.8: X38 ran 9083 goods, departing at 09 07 and 
returning at 14 11, X38-X31 ran 9064 out of Echuca 
with X36 stabling overnight. 

Thurs.9.8: X38 back after its overnight trip to Mel- 
bourne to run 9083, departing at 07 45. 

Wed.15.8: X38-11xVZSX-17xVHGF ran 5167 down 
goods, departing at 07 58, X38-26xVHGF arrived 
back at 16 07. The VHGFs contained rice for the 
Echuca Mill. 

Thurs.16.8: X36 and X38 were in the yard, no trains ran 
across the border this day. X36 was used to run 9064 
out of Echuca through to Melbourne and returned 
on Fri.17.8 with 9083 down goods, running 5167 
goods out of Echuca. 


Recycled 
News Editors 


Due to other commitments 
Peter Clymo is taking a rest 
from the News Editor’s job. 


The Newsrail Committee 
thanks Peter Clymo 


for his efforts 
as News Editor 
and welcomes the return 
of Denys Potts. 


News contributions should now 
be sent to: 
News Editor: 
Denys Potts, 45 O’Gradys Road, 
Kilmore East, 3764. 


309 


H1-T376 approach Woodend on a down Bendigo workshops train on Fri.13.7.90. (Greg Triplett) 


Short north commuter trains: On Thurs.23.8, DRC40- 
55RM operated 8001/8004 pass. service due to trailer 
MTH104 in use on another set and MTH102 under 
repairs. On the same day P18 was declared a total fai- 
lure while operating the 07 10 Sunbury pass. One of its 
driving wheels seized and it was disabled at Sunbury. 
Two road coaches were substituted for the 08 57 (8030) 
service. Of interest was news that was released during 
August stating that passenger numbers had shown a 
healthy 10 per cent increase from Woodend in the 
twelve months to the 30 June with revenue increasing 
by over 20 per cent. At Kyneton, over the same period 
passenger numbers increases by 4 per cent with 
revenue increasing by 14.6 per cent. 


NORTH EAST 


9332 Goulburn Valley goods: This train departs Shep- 
parton at 17 15 and conveys general loading to Totten- 
ham Yard. Of particular interest is the high incidence 
of triple T class loco working. This occurs when during 
the early hours of the same day, the down block oil 
(9380) and the down goods (9365) both operate. Nor- 
mally the block oil is double-headed, whilst the goods 
is usually hauled by a single T class. On the up journey, 
both trains are combined. Instances of triple-heading 
on the up goods during August are listed: 

Wed.1.8, T404-T375-T380 

Thurs.2.8, T384-T409-H5 

Mon.6.8, T380-T410-T386 

Wed.8.8, T395-T393-T399 

Thurs.9.8, T410-T377-T388 

Fri.10.8, T369-T384-T390 

Mon.13.8, T402-T385-T393. 
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NE broad gauge: One feature of the loco working dur- 
ing August was the frequent use of X class locos. Late 
series X’s worked the heavy tonnage freights (on sev- 
eral occasions these locos worked the up Wodonga 
block oil, once the domain of T class locos). Ist and 2nd 
series X’s ran quite a few pass. trains, especially in the 
first few weeks. Sightings during August are listed with 
all sightings being recorded at Mangalore: 


Wed. 1.8: 07 13, T397 on a down NE ballast. 09 31, X44 
on down Albury pass. and 14 48 on up Albury pass. 
10 40, X33 on down Cobram pass., 15 50 on up Cobram 
pass. and 19 50 on down Goulburn Valley Limited. 


Thurs.2.8: 01 08 X51-X45-X46-T374 on a down NE 
goods (combined with an Oaklands block grain). 
08 10, X33 on up Cobram pass. 08 44, A73-S301 on 
up Albury pass. 

Fri.3.8: 02 40, X51-X46 on up Oaklands block grain. 
21 10, X42 on down Albury pass. 

Sun.5.8: 11 28, X43-X49 on down Albury pass., 19 30, 
X49-X43 on the return working. 16 58, X42 on up 
Albury pass. 


Mon.6.8: 10 40, X43 on down Cobram and 19 41, X43 
on the return working. 20 58, X48-S317-T397-T390 
on up NE goods. 23 53, S307-Y166 on down NE 
block oil train. 


Tues.7.8: 08 06, X43 on up Cobram pass., 08 43, 
A60-S307 on up Albury pass. 


Wed.8.8: 13 23, X41 on down Albury pass. 

Thurs.9.8: 08 48, A77-S302 on up Albury pass. 

Fri.10.8: 08 41, A62-X50 on up Albury pass. 18 47, 
X44 on down Albury pass. 
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Sat.11.8: 09 55, P15 on up Cobram (very unusual work- 
ing). 19 20, X46 on down Albury pass. 

Sun.12.8: 09 23, X46 on up Albury pass. 

Tues.14.8: 01 01, B75 on down NE goods. 08 42, 
N475-S311 on up Albury pass. 10 41, X43 on down 
Cobram pass., 15 47, X43 on the return up working, 
19 41, X43 on the Goulburn Valley Limited. 20 17, 
B75-S302 on up NE goods. 

Wed.15.8: 08 11, X43 on up Cobram pass. 

Thurs. 16.8: 22 31, H2-T375-T371 on up Oaklands block 
grain. 

Fri.24.8: 09 30, X44-B65 on down Albury pass. 

Mon.27.8: 08 06, X38 on the up Cobram. 

Tues.28.8: 13 46, T320 on the down returning on the up 
at 14 00 as a light engine movement on a test run 
after restoration work. 

Wed.29.8: 07 49 T399 on up NE ballast. 


STANDARD GAUGE 


Metropolitan sightings: During early August recorded 
sightings were all operated by solo SRNSW 81 class 
units. Sightings recorded were at West Footscray 
unless otherwise stated and are as listed: 


Sat.4.8: 8168 on 8618 Melbourne Express at 08 55 at 

North Melbourne, 8171 on 9664 express goods from 
| Cooks River at 09 16. 

Thurs.9.8: 8167 on 9688 express goods from Fleming- 
| ton Sidings at 07 10, 8170 on 9662 superfreighter 
from Chullora at 08 08, 8179 on 9664 express goods 
from Cooks River at 10 25, 8170 on 9693 express 
goods to Port Kembla at 10 30, 8167 on 9695 express 
goods to Cooks River at 17 30. 


Melbourne/Sydney Express: A recent trip on the 
Melbourne Express showed just how this once crack 
express train has been allowed to deteriorate. The club 
cars (2357 and 2379) in particular are showing their age 
and with miminal upkeep are not a very good advertise- 
ment for rail travel between Australia’s two main cities. 
The curtains were filthy, chairs broken and drink stains 
covered the light fabric covering on the sofas. Both 
twinettes used were also showing their age and looked 
rather tatty. It is well known in railway circles that 
SRNSW wish to replace this train with an XPT but 
surely they can and should maintain this train to an 
acceptable standard. Rail patronage on the Melbourne 
to Sydney corridor is declining and one cannot help but 
think that it is a deliberate ploy by the rail authorities 
of both New South Wales and Victoria to down grade 
this once magnificent train. 


EAST 


Traralgon pass. multi-units: The 17 20 (8427) pass. on 
Saturdays and the 17 00 (8485) pass. on Sundays are 
almost always used to transfer locos to Traralgon for 
use on Monday morning up freight services. Also used 
for the same purpose but not often are the 15 45 (8421) 
and the 20 27 (8437) down pass. Some recent sightings 
of these trains are as follows: 


Sat.28.7: 8427, S301-X54-A78-D316-N14 
Mon.30.7: 8421, S313-S302-N454-D339-N12 
Thurs.9.8: 8421, S300-N461-D322-N2 

Sat.18.8: 8427, A79-X35-S302-D347-N10 
Sun.19.8: 8485, N471-A73-X46-N14 

Mon.20.8: 8421, A77-S306-D341-N11 

S300 ran the 15 45 down pass. solo on Wed.8.8. 


701-B64 provide an unusual motive power combination as they cross Moorabool viaduct with the 19 00 
North Geelong yard — Mount Gambier express goods on Mon.6.11.89. (John Dare) 
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9240 sightings: The up block briquette train which 
runs on Mondays and Thursdays only (refer to June 
Newsrail p.182 for loading details) was sighted on the 
following dates hauled by the locos shown: 


Mon.30.7: X53-X54-S301-T406 
Thurs.2.8: G530-T403 
Mon.13.8: X51-S307-S311-T371 
Thurs. 16.8: S311-X48-H4 
Mon.20.8: X35-X46-S302 
Thurs.23.8: G543-B75 


Waurn Ponds - Lyndhurst block cement: Recent 
sightings of this train (9490) are as follows: 


Fri.10.8: T409-H5-8xVPCX 
Mon.20.8: H2-T390-8xVPCX 


This train is timetabled to operate Mon. Wed. and Fri. 
only but has not been sighted running on Wednesdays 
during August. 


Warragul news: Happenings in the Warragul area 

during August are as follows: 

* On Thurs.2.8, the 15 45 (8421) Traralgon arrived at 
Warragul at 17 48 (21 minutes late) with the follow- 
ing train, the 16 28 (4069) down Warragul only 12 
minutes behind it (1 minute early) at 18 00. The 1655 
(8438) up Sale left Warragul 30 minutes late at 18 43, 
with the 18 48 (4096) up Warragul leaving on time 
close behind it. 

* On Sat.18.8, for a fan trip to Maffra (ARE and 
ARHS) K190 was worked light engine to Traralgon. 
Difficulties were experienced in watering at Paken- 
ham, so it was worked on to Warragul, where it was 
decided there was sufficient water to reach Traral- 
gon. R761 ran the train to Traralgon, stopping at 
Warragul to refuge while the down Gippslander ran 
through. K190 was used on the trip Traralgon to 
Maffra and return, and the two locos double-headed 
back from Traralgon. K190 was watered at Warragul 
by the local Fire Brigade, which overcame the poor 
water pressure in the station fire main by drawing 
water from a main in the street, watering just on the 
up side of the road over bridge, with the loco on the 
up line. On the down trip R761 was on timeat Warra- 
gul, while the R and K were about 25 minutes late on 
arrival at Warragul on the up. 

Timekeeping of the 17 53 (4083) down Warragul has 

been such that it has rarely delayed the 18 14 (8431) 

down Bairnsdale. 8431’s later departure from Mel- 

bourne means that its Warragul arrival is now more 

likely to be a little late rather than early, so 4083’s 

stabling is usually completed before 8431 arrives, 

allowing 8431 to be admitted to the platform without 
delay. 

On Mon.27.8, in the afternoon, a signalling failure 

occurred in the Warragul - Drouin section. This also 

caused failure of the boom barriers at the Colman 

Street level crossing at Warragul. The booms were 

secured in the raised position, the bells were turned 

off, with the crossing manned by a flagman round 
the clock. On Tues.28.8, the 09 19 (4030) up Warra- 
gul left Warragul on time, then halted at the first sig- 
nal (which was red), then proceeded at walking pace, 
accompanied by much whistling. It then stopped at 
the next signal (unlit) and went on towards Drouin, 


* 


* 
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arriving there 9 minutes late at 09 34. The Drouin 
departure signal was green and the train then 
resumed normal speed, reaching Flinders Street at 
10 52 (only 2 minutes late). The 15 45 (8421) down 
Traralgon was sighted at Flinders Street with the 
consist of X49-N456-D-N7. The 16 28 down Warra- 
gul left Flinders Street 1 late, was held at a signal on 
the approach to Drouin and arrived at Drouin at 
18 01 (7 late), stopped at all signals to Warragul 
(where the crossing was still manned with the 
booms still secured in the raised position. Warragul 
arrival was at 18 11 (10 late). The return working of 
this set (4069) was 30 late in departing and the 18 14 
(8431) down Bairnsdale was 40 late when it crawled 
into Warragul at 20 20. On Wed.29.8 the crossing 
was still manned by a flagman, but the flashing lights 
were no longer operating. 


METROPOLITAN 


Stony Point pass.: On Tues.14.8 T406 was replaced by 
T382 and MTH103 was exchanged for MTH102. On 
Sun.19.8 the service on this line was operated by 
T405-MTH101-MTH103. 


Transfer trains: N472-T403 operated a_ transfer 
movement to Somerton on Tues.14.8. Comeng set 
652M-1176T-628M-630M-1129T-629M arrived at 13 05 
and was placed at Clyde Engineering by N472. 
T403-680M-1190T-679M-580M-1140T-579M returned 
with the modified Comeng set. 


S class locos: The S class locos were busy on Mon.13.8 
around the city. A down briquette train with 
X51-S307-S311-T371 was sighted at Spencer Street at 
12 12. The 12 15 down Ballarat pass. was operated 
by S312-N454, while the 13 00 down Geelong had 
S$317-A60 as power. An up Long Island steel train, 
noted at Long Island Junction at 15 40 was hauled by 
$310-S302, while a Westall bound block quarry train 
was sighted at Toorak at 16 20 behind S300-T405. Not 
seen were S301, S306 and S313. Stored in Melbourne 
Yard were S304 (VR) and S315. Withdrawn at Dynon 
were $308 and S303 (VR), withdrawn at Newport S309. 
$305, S314 and S316 have been scrapped. 

Push - pull operations: In connection with the subur- 
ban overhead rehabilitation project Push-pull sets 
continued to be used up until Thurs.23.8. Listed below 
are the consists used on the shuttle services between 
Flinders Street and Caulfield. 


Tues.7.8 T375-SH26-P22 — P18-FSH23-P15 
Wed.8.8 T375-SH30-P13 —- P19-FSH25-P18 
Thurs.9.8 T403-SH26-P17 P1S-FSH24-P19 
Fri.10.8 T407-SH28-P18 = P20-FSH22-P22 
Mon.20.8 P19-SH26-P15 P20-FSH22-P17 
Wed.22.8 P20-SH30-P17 P22-FSH22-P16 
Thurs.23.8 P16-SH28-P19 1378-FSH24-P22. 


Long Island - Adelaide steel trains: Sighted recently 
were hauled by the locos shown: 

Tues.31.7, G528-T406. 

Thurs.2.8, X50-X54. 

Thurs. 16.8, X53-S307-T403. 
Each train usually consists of VCCX, VCSX and 
AKEX wagons carrying coil steel covered by tar- 
paulins. 
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Rollingstock 


Locomotives: Locos B74, $303, S308 and T373 were 
retrieved from storage from the Melbourne Freight 
Terminal by Y143 on Mon.9.7. Both B74 and S303 have 
been allocated to the Seymour Loco Preservation 
Group and ARHS Museum. B74 was transferred to 
Seymour by Mon.30.7. On Sun.12.8 S303 was noted at 
Dynon to have a defective bogie replaced. $308 was 
also noted at Dynon and will be used as a source of 
spare parts. 

T373 which had cab improvements of bullet proof 
self demisting windscreens installed prior to being 
withdrawn has been transferred to Newport Work- 
shops. T401 was also at Newport Workshops on 
Wed.1.8. Y116, which was stored in the Ice Roads at 
North Melbourne since withdrawal in 1987 was 
returned to Dynon on Thurs.2.8. Y130 underwent 
examination at Seymour during late July, followed by 
Y166 which was noted at Seymour on Thurs.9.8 and 
then back at Dynon on Sun.12.8. Y130 has been fitted 
with an additional brake hose which appears out of the 
body below the numberplates. Y159 which has been 
sold to the Central Highlands Railway has been in 
storage at Ballarat East Loco pending road delivery to 
Daylesford. 

Locos T370 (withdrawn 30.6.89) and T1394 (with- 
drawn 17.8.89) which were reinstated to service in the 
Ballarat area for crew training in May have spent the 
past few months set aside at Ballarat East Loco. T class 
locos in storage in Melbourne Yard as at Sun.12.8 were 
1367, T1372, T389, T391, T398 and T412. 


Carriages: On Fri.10.8 the K set consisted of 
CP292-BK2-BK1-AK1-BKL3-BG1. BK1 was the only 
car not to have been repainted during the past year. 
Also on Fri.10.8 E cars were in two sets, the first being 
CP291-AE52-BES50 which were used on the 16 02 
Sunbury service and the 18 30 Seymour service. The 
second set consisted of CP293-AE51-BE31-BE4-BE19- 
BE34 and was used on the 17 40 South Geelong ser- 
vice. News to hand is that a review panel is looking at 
converting the ladies’ toilets of AE51, AES2 and BG1 
into a conductor’s compartment and the gent’s toilet 
into a unisex one. 

On the H set scene BIH187, the first of four cars con- 
verted from the refurbished Harris cars was in place in 
FSH27 by Mon.30.7. Refurbished Harris cars 
901M-3508T-3502T-906M and 3507T along with 907M 
were stored at Newport and are believed to be waiting 
for conversion for use in H sets. Already converted to 
H cars are 3501T, 902M, 908M and 3506T which 
became BCH134, BCH135, BIH187 and BIH188. Only 
four 3 car SH sets remained as at Fri.10.8, they were 
SH26, SH28, SH29 and SH30. Set SH31, with PH452 
has been operating the 17 47 Bacchus Marsh service 
with a non HEP loco. 

Other carriage news includes: BS218 converted from 
sleeper SS285 at Bendigo Workshops was in service by 
Sat.30.6. Mokai was at Newport Workshops on 
Thurs.9.8 for overhaul. HEP cables are being progres- 
sively fitted to S and Z cars for use in conjunction with 
carriages removed from the standard gauge. Trailer 
MTH104 was at Newport Workshops on Fri.10.8 for an 
overhaul and repaint, the repaint will be similar to the 
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livery being applied to SH sets. MTH103 was in service 
in Melbourne whilst MTH101 and MTH102 were 
being used on the Stony Point service. 

Railcar news as at Fri.10.8 is as follows: DRC40 and 
DRC42 were both in service, DRC41 was at Dynon for 
the replacement of its motor and DRC43 was at Sey- 
mour having a new water cooled engine fitted. Rail- 
motors RM55 and RM61 were both available for 
service while modified RM56 was stored in the old 
paint shop at Newport Workshops. 

Standard gauge carriages: VFS214 was on broad 
gauge bogies at Dynon on Sun.12.8 awaiting transfer to 
Newport. VBK259 was at Ballarat Workshops under- 
going conversion to an ACZ, it had been repainted by 
Wed.1.8. VHN241, VFK275, VFX217 (blue), VFK271 
(repainted) were all visible at Newport Workshops on 
Sat.28.7. VBK263, VFR215, VFX216 were also there 
but unsighted. Carriages VBK263, VFK272, VFK273, 
VFK274 and VFK276 were still on the standard gauge 
as at Sun.12.8 as were VRS231, VRS232 and blue 
VRS233. 


Bluebird vehicles: During the pilots strike in 1989 there 
was a shortage of sitting accommodation on the Over- 
land and Bluebird trailers 102 and 107 were used. 
Actual railcar 254 made a one off trip. V/Line conduc- 
tors disliked these cars due to non-standard vestibules 
and exposed brake equipment, which if applied by 
train patrons at high speed was dangerous so these cars 
no longer come into Victoria on the Overland. If they 
were modified by AN they could be used once again. 
Bluebird trailers (modified) are used on the Indian 
Pacific. AN have plans to refurbish Bluebird motors 
and convert them to a car-van (economy) for use on the 
Overland in place of CO vans. 


Wagons: Stencilled on VOBX59 is ‘Not suitable for 
briquette traffic’ in white letters about 5 inches high on 
a black background in the lower middle of the body- 
side. It was noted on 9440 goods on Tues.31.7. 


VOAA: At one time numbering close to 200 wagons 
this class can now be counted on one hand. Most of 
these wagons have been converted to other uses 
including departmental use, one such recent conver- 
sion is VOAA174 to VZOF174 with no apparent struc- 
tural changes, only the new classification. 


D vans: At least two D vans are running fitted with 
what appears to be multiple unit cables, not the same 
arrangement as the DH vans though. The vans noted 
to Wed.22.8 are D318 and D347. D331 has the letter T 
stencilled on the side classification plate, the T indicat- 
ing Terminal for use on HEP sets. DH vans have seen 
regular use on Z sets lately. 


ARHS MEMBERS’ LIBRARY 


WINDSOR STATION — UP PLATFORM 
ENTER FROM FOOTBRIDGE 


Open 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. — every Tuesday 
FEBRUARY — MID-DECEMBER 


Visitors welcome to browse 
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V/Line Freight Rollingstock Fleet 


Once again we present a list of the Victorian freight 
fleet to lst of July 1990. A total of eight four wheel 
wagon classes are now defunct since the 1.1.90 listing; 
they are GR-sleepers, HR-departmental M-cattle, 
P-explosives, RY-open, T-iced van, U-van and 
WA-tank. 

Some changes to bogie wagon numbers are some- 
what suspect (e.g., VHGF), possibly due to miscalcula- 
tion of sub-group numbers, or as a result of transition 
mistakes, as there have been no more VHGFs built 
recently to boost the number by three. 


FOUR WHEEL WAGONS 
Number Variation 


on Reg. from 
Class 1.7.90 1.1.90 Remarks 
B 1 — 
G 44 -l 
GY 43 +1 
GR - -1 class defunct 
HD 4 -59 
HR _ -15 class defunct 
HZ 5 +2 
K 1 — 
KMQ 21 -70 
L 2 -10 
M _ -5 class defunct 
P — -4 class defunct 
RY _ -1 class defunct 
T — -4 class defunct 
U — -1 class defunct 
WA - -1 class defunct 
WITT 3 -] 
Tanks — fuel 2 — 
Tanks — water 6 — 
TOTALS 133 -170 V/Line totals 


With the increase in GY wagons by one unit and HZ 
wagons by two units people might get the idea that 
V/Line have gone back into the business of building 
four wheel rollingstock again. Far from it, the increase 
is just correcting a discrepancy in recording. 


BOGIE WAGONS 
Number Variation 


on Reg. from 
Class 1.7.90 1.1.90 Remarks 
VBAX/F 11 -7 
VBBX/F 129 = 
VBCW 40 - 
VCCX 30 — 
VCSX 88 = 
VCVX 8 - 
VDSF 2 — 
VFAA 2 — 
VFBF 4 - 
VFEX/FX 5 - 
VFGA 4 - 
VFHA 2 - 
VFIX 12 - 
VFKX 46 -7 converting to 
VQKX and VKKX 
VFLX 9 _ 
VFMX 13 - 
VFNX 50 — 
VFRX 6 - 
VFTX/F 17 -l 
VHAF 10 - 
VHCA 76 - 
VHCX 22 — 
VHDX 8 -2 to VHQF 
VHEF 47 - 
VHFF 10 - 


A now defunct class, “B” box van in a goods train consist at Stawell on 16.11.77. (Frank Cross) 
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Older bogie wagons are also becoming defunct, such as the VSAY sheep wagon on Death Row at Spotswood. 
Sun.12.8.90. (John Green) 


Number Variation Number Variation 

on Reg. from on Reg. from 
Class 1.7.90 1.1.90 Remarks Class 1.7.90 1.1.90 Remarks 
VHGF/X 633 +3 VPCX 158 — 
VHHF/Y 103 _ VPFX 10 -2 
VHJA 10 — VPLX 4 - 
VHMF 7 +5 VQCX 503 - 
VHNA 7 -1 VQDW 75 — 30 on hire to 
VHQF 27 +2 SRANSW as 
_VHRX 13 _ NQMW 
VHSF 35 — VQAW 3 +2 
VHWA 16 -18 VQFX 72 -8 converted to 
VKEX 50 = VOQFY container, 
| VLBF 36 -5 high speed 
VLCX 610 -1 VQFY 61 +8 
VLDX 20 _ VQGX 16 — 
VLEK 216 _ VQKX 8 +8 
, VLNX 25 — VQLX 110 — 
P 2 - VQPW 1 — 
VMAX 16 - VSAY 2 _ 
| VMBX 8 -27 Converted to VSBY 3 _ 
to VMBY high VWAA 7 _ 
speed car carry VWCF 1 - 
| VMBY 44 +26 VZ group 300 +29 
VMBP 2 _ VTBA/F/X 78 - 
VOAA 4 +1 VTGX 3 - 
VOBX 89 -8 VTHX 14 - 
VOCX 161 +1 VTQA/F/X/Z 288 +5 
VOFX 276 — WwW 2 +4 
VoWA 393 TOTALS 4851____+2-_‘V/Line totals 


OCTOBER 1990 315 


Works 


Bendigo A box: The removal of Bendigo A box com- 
menced on Mon.14.8. The signal box was removed in 
two main sections via a horizontal cut half way up the 
sides of the building with the peak of the roof being 
removed before all sections were transported to a 
private residence in Hargreaves Street, Bendigo. The 
removal was completed by Mon.20.8. 


WEEKLY NOTICES 


Arnold: On Mon.30.7, the bi-directional electronic End 
of Train Detection System was commissioned. All 
trains travelling over this corridor must be provided 
with the modified End of Train Marker. Arnold has 
been commissioned as an ‘Intermediate Train Order 
Station’ in the section Dunolly - Inglewood. (WN 
30/90) 


Bendigo: On Fri.27.7, Prouses Road level crossing, 
located at 166.659 km, was provided with Healthy State 
Indication lights. Yellow whistle posts were provided 
to indicate that the level crossing is fitted with Healthy 
State Indication. (WN 30/90) 


Berriwillock: On Wed.1.8, the following alterations 

took effect: 

1. Semaphore Home Signals ‘A’ and ‘D’ and associ- 
ated quadrants were abolished. 

2. Plunger locked points ‘B’ and ‘C’ were fitted with 
WSA levers and Master Key Locks and the plunger 
locking was removed. 

3. The ‘A’ pattern Annett lock on the connection to 
the Grain Elevators Board siding was replaced with 
a Master Key lock. (WN 30/90) 


Brooklyn: On Mon.23.7, the following alterations took 
effect: 

1. The existing Flashing Light Signals at the Somer- 
ville Road/Quarry and VR Rubbish Tip Sidings 
level crossing were made to operate automatically 
for movements into and out of the siding. 
Healthy State Indication lights were proyided. 
Yellow whistle posts were provided to indicate that 
the level crossing is fitted with Healthy State Indi- 
cation. 


On Wed.25.7, the Derail Block in the PTC Tip siding 


was relocated 70 metres in a down direction. (WN 
29/90 and 30/90) 


Deniliquin: Advice has been received that the Staff 
Lock and rodded derail connection into Ricegrowers 
Ltd. Sidings was removed and replaced with a new 
Master Key Lock and WSA points. (WN 30/90) 


Horsham: On Wed.27.6 the following alterations took 

effect: 

1. All crossovers between No.1 track and No.2 track 
were abolished. 

2. All crossovers between No.2 track and No.3 track 
with exception to the down end crossover, which 
also connects to No.4 track, were abolished. 

3. The Natimuk Dock was abolished. 

4. Ground frames B, C, D, E, F and G were abolished. 
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5. Train control telephones and SP keyswitches were 
provided at ground frame A and the down end 
Annett lock crosslock. An electric release can be 
given to these locations from the local panel or from 
the Western Line CTC panel in Transport House. 
(WN 26/90) 


Lethbridge: On Sat.30.6 the following alterations took 
effect: 


1. Lethbridge was disestablished as a Staff station and 
the Electric Staff instruments were removed from 
service. 

2. The Electric Staff sections Gheringhap - Lethbridge 
and Lethbridge - Meredith were replaced by the 
Electric Staff section Gheringhap - Meredith. 

3. The up and down Automatic Staff exchangers 
were abolished. 

4. The Semaphore signal arms on signal posts 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5 and 6 were abolished. 

5. No.2 track was abolished. 

6. Point 6 and 10 were abolished, spiked normal and 
will be removed at a later date. 

7. Lever 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 14 and 15 were sleeved 
normal and will be removed at a later date. 

8. The existing flashing light signals at the station 
street level crossing were re-arranged to operate for 
No.1 track only. (WN 26/90) 


Mordialloc: On Thurs. 19.7 indication lights connected 
to the Car Siding security gates were provided on the 
Signal Control Panel at Mordialloc. (WN 30/90) 


Newport - Sunshine Loop Line: Commencing forth- 
with the signalling arrangements as indicated on 
Signalling Diagram No.38/90 became effective and 
Signalling Diagram No.40/81 is cancelled. (WN 29/90)| 


South Dynon: Commencing forthwith the signalling 
arrangements as indicated on Signalling Diagram 
No.40/90 became effective and Signalling Diagram 
No.34/89 is cancelled. (WN 30/90) 


Speed: A hand locking bar, pin and V5PSW padlock 
have been provided on the down end points leading 
from No.2 to No.3 tracks. The points will be secured to 
lie for No.3 track. (WN29/90) 


Wakool: On Wed.8.8, the up and down Semaphore 
Home Signals were abolished. The plunger locked 
points were replaced by WSA levers and Master Key 
locks. (WN30/90) 


TENDERS 

Recent tenders called on behalf of V/Line and the Met 

include: 

* Purchase and removal of aluminium bodied railway 
wagon from the Ballarat East loco depot. 

* Sale of scrap material from the Reclamation Depot, 
Spotswood. 

* Spraying and slashing of yards and road crossings 
from Sunshine to Ararat. 

* Purchase and removal of timber and corrugated iron 
goods shed plus timber platform and 2 tonne Pilla 
crane located at Westmere railway yard. 


NEWSRAIL 


Preservation 


PUFFING BILLY RAILWAY 


The new 1990/91 timetable for Victoria’s Puffing Billy 
_ includes regular operations by the Climax locomotive 
for the first time. The former Forests Commission 
locomotive, restored by volunteers, will operate on 
Saturdays 13 October and 3 November and 2 February 
and 4 May. The Climax will haul ‘Commissioners’ 
Inspection Trains’ and will utilise the former Mt Lyell 
| enclosed pass. cars in a round trip which will incorpor- 
ate a double headed return journey combining the 
Commissioners special with a regular pass. train. 


SLSPG 


_A visit to Seymour on Thurs.9.8 revealed the follow- 
ing: B74 was idling near the turntable, possibly indicat- 
ing a return to service shortly. T320 was in the group’s 
compound after being overhauled and repainted along 
with the restored Tait set, 381M-230D-208T-317M. 
Carriage ABES has been converted to a kiosk - sales car 
and repainted in the Heritage Train livery. Work is con- 
tinuing on the restoration of BE1. The following 

| vehicles are now in Heritage Train livery: Yarra, AE2, 
AE30, ABE16, ABES, BE14 and BCE3. 


CASTLEMAINE AND MALDON RAILWAY 


| The CMRPS will control the rail yards in both Castle- 
maine and Maldon. The Government is considering an 

_ Order in Council to give the Society control of railway 
land in both towns. In Castlemaine the Order will give 

_ the Society control of the west side of the railway yard 

/ and the island platform. According to the Society’s 
publicity officer, the Society intends to house a railway 
museum at Castlemaine using historic railway 
vehicles. 


CHTR 


, Y159, purchased by the CHTR was transported by road 
from Ballarat to Daylesford on Tues.28.8. Four trucks, 
a low-loader, two mobile cranes and escort vehicles 
were needed to safely transfer the loco from Ballarat 
East Loco Depot. The transfer was commenced at 05 
30 and finished just after dark the same day. Other 
news from the CHTR is that the official opening of the 
line from Daylesford to Musk will be held on Sat.15.9 
with 91RM leaving Daylesford at 10 55. This date is sig- 
nificant in that the last train to leave Daylesford before 

_ the line was closed occurred at 10 55 on Sept.15, 1977. 


A.R.HLS. Railway Museum 


Open every Saturday, Sunday and 
Public Holidays except Christmas Day 
and Good Friday: 12 noon - 5 p.m. 


Also on school holidays: Wednesday 1 - 4 p.m. 
Mid-week visits by arrangement — 
Telephone 596 3249. 


Miniature steam rides: Fourth Sunday of month — 
February to November. 


Champion Road, North Williamstown 
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Stop Press 


The way is now clear for the Emerald Tourist 
Railway Board to open the Puffing Billy Railway to 
Gembrook after the Sherbrooke Shire Council 
approved the restoration of the line to Cockatoo 
Creek recently. 

Approval had already been given by the 
Beaconsfield Council for the reopening of the line 
from Cockatoo Creek to Gembrook. 

The E.T.R.B. are hoping to be able to have the line 
reopened right through to Gembrook by 18.12.2000 
for Puffing Billy’s Centenary Celebrations. 


The Army’s 7th Field Engineer Regiment will be 
working in a volunteer capacity for Puffing Billy 
over the next few months. Exercises planned for the 
engineers include: modifying and extending 
platforms, track rearrangements at Menzies Creek 
to produce an island platform, and rebuilding a 
trestle bridge beyond Lake Side. 

The work at Menzies Creek is due to be completed 
by mid November. 


Puffing Billy Preservation Society 


Australia’s Premier Preserved Railway 
Applications for membership of our unique 
organization are invited from all people 
interested in the continued preservation of a 
part of Australia’s ‘living’ history. 
Annual subscription for Full Membership is only 
$30, for which Members receive the Society's 
quarterly publication ‘Narrow Gauge’ and 
limited entitlement to free travel on the train. 
Membership carries no obligation to become 
involved in Puffing Billy activities 

fe 


Fs 
ss from such participation. 
i For further information and/or a 
Membership Application Form, 

please ring our Belgrave office, 

a during business hours, on 

*4-(03) 754 6800, or write to: 

Ax. Hon. Secretary, PB.PS., 

= PO. Box 451, 

Belgrave, 

‘, . Victoria 3160. 


Taildisc 


TANK WAGONS 


The tanks off two Mobil bogie fuel tank wagons have 
found a new home at the front of a small factory in 
Industrial Drive, Braeside. The numbers of the wagons 
are NTAF5204 and NTAF5420. Although they have 
no wheels they still bear signs limiting their speed to 
80 km/h. 


INFORMATION REQUIRED: 


Robert Aquilina of 30 Robins Ave, Keon Park 3073 is 
compiling a book on the history of the Inner Circle and 
the Whittlesea lines and would like to hear from 
anyone with information and photographs of these 
lines. Anyone with information could phone Robert 
on (03) 460 3500. 


ERA ENDS 


Another facet of railway operations passed into history 
on Wed.1.8 when train vans no longer carry First Aid 
kits as part of their equipment. Instead conductors 
were issued with a smaller personal kit. It had been 
costing the PTC a small fortune in replacing the 
original Ambulance box. 


RM90 TO SA 


Newsrail July 90 p200 asked for the story of RM91’s 
aborted sale to SA. Newsrail did not fail entirely to tell 
the story of the sale. Jan.-Feb.81 p.17 reported that 
RM91 had been towed from Newport Workshops to 
the Spencer Street railmotor depot on Fri.5.12.80 after 
sale to an SA concern. Page 22 mentioned that RM91 
had been approved for sale to a Mr McAvanney in SA. 
This should have read Mr John McAvaney, who is 
today proprietor of Train Tour Promotions (which 
operate Bluebird tours and diesel-hauled tours on SA 
bg lines in its own set of steel carriages, formerly Red- 
hen trailers). The same page mentioned that RM85 
would be preserved at the ARHS museum; however 
RM22, a smaller unit, is the only Walker at the 
museum today. RM85 is the unit at the Steamrail com- 


pound, not mentioned in Mr Fell’s article. April 81 p.78 
mentioned that RM91 was at Spencer Street railmotor 
depot waiting to go to SA with RM32. May 81 p.108 
mentioned that RM32 had been sold to a SA buyer and 
that delivery of RM91 had been postponed from 28.2. It 
also mentioned that MT56 would accompany RM91 to 
SA. | 

Newsrail did fail to report the departure of the rail- | 
cars, and their failure en route. However, in a compre- 
hensive article on the history of Walker railcars 
(Dec.81), it did reveal that RM91, RM32 and MT56 
were at Ballarat by 25.8.81. 

Information on the actual departure has been 
located in the Rail News Victoria library. In 1981 
RM91, RM32 and MT56 were bought by the Save the | 
Adelaide -Victor Harbour Railway Service Campaign 
Assoc. Inc. They departed Melbourne as an enthusiast 
tour to Ballarat on Sun.16.8.81, to continue further 
west a week later. They departed Spencer Street at 
15 00 (on time), with RM91 towing the other two | 
vehicles. One engine in RM91 cut out on Ingliston | 
Bank. A very slow climb was made (at one point a 
rabbit overtook the special), and there was a 12 minute 
stop at Ballan. Ballarat arrival was at 18 14 (29 minutes 
late). The vehicles went no further, and eventually 
were obtained by CHTR for use at Daylesford. 


TRAIN NUMBERS 


To help readers unfamiliar with train numbers, could 
Newsrail contributors say what each particular train 
quoted by number is when reporting sightings to the 
News Editor or in articles, please? 


OCS REQUIREMENTS 


At the start of the ‘Operations’ section of the Sep- 
tember 1990 Newsrail, it was stated V/Line trains would 
temporarily retain their old V/Line numbers under the 
new Australian Train Number system because of OCS 
requirements. Could a reader write in to ‘Taildisc’ | 
explaining what OSC requirements are, please? 


T376-S311 arrive at Kilmore East on a down Apex train on Thur.26.7.90. (Gavin McLaughlan) 
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RAILWAY POSTERS 


We have available a wide 
selection of Posters — both 


PHS ENGINE SHED 


al 
| 
MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES | 
5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 I 

I 

J 

J 

1 

=| 


| 

{ 

| Phone: (03) 890 7027 

| Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
1 Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

| Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 

J 
! 
I 
I 
J 
| 


] 
Steam and Diesel. . + P. Pale | 
All Posters are printed to special 20 Daly’Street, Gisborne, Viatotis 1 
order from original negatives. MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 
S.A.E. for Catalogue showing prices, | Australia-wide Mail Service, write for stock/price lists. | 
finishes etc. ] Please advise if HO/OO — Nor O scale lists required. | 
Se ee wl 
AUSTRALIAN BRASS | BRANCH LINE - l 
Specialising in Australian outline Pte ee ST | 
Brass Collectors Items of YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 
Locomotives and Rolling Stock 1 cen eb inchoate ret ae I 

P orset Road, Croydon, Vic. 31 
in HO scale. Phone: (03) 723 1211 

: OPENS: 10 MON.-FRI. — 9 

Also a wide range of assembled | CLOSES: 6 pm MON-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. = pm SAT. ] 
R.T.R. Plastic kits. eo —| 

! TRAIN WORLD 

624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187 596 6342 
TRAIN HOBBY Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 


P.O. Box 78, Upper Ferntree Gully 3156 


Phone: 801 1210 Fax: 801 5225 Magazines and Books New and Used Models 
Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 


1 Direct Importers Bankcard welcome 
—— oo oo 


I 
I 
I 
10am-6.30pm 10am-9pm 9am-5pm 
I 
| 


THE Transport House 
RAILFAN 589 Collins Street 
Melbourne, Victoria 


SHOP Australia 


Australia’s largest range of Railway, Tramway and Bus magazines and 
Books, Slides, Photographs, Video Tapes, Records, Badges, etc, from 
Australia and overseas. 

PLUS New and Second-hand Railway Models. 


We stock © Peco Track and Accessories — Both HO and N scales 
Powerline Models 

Replica Railways Authentic OO Gauge Models 

Roco Railways 

Lima Railways HO and OO scales 

Hornby Railways OO scale 

Broad Gauge Models Victorian Kits and Accessories 
Broad Gauge Bodies Decals and Kits 

Victorian Railway Memorabilia 


Telephone 
03-619 4567 


>< OOS 
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If we do not have what you are looking for we will try to get it for you. 
Mail Order attended to promptly. 
We accept American Express, Bankcard, Diners Club, MasterCard and Visa. 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 


OPEN FOR BUSINESS 


9.00 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Monday to Thursday — 9.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. Friday 
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Saturday 


We look forward to your custom 
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Class 
In HO Scale 


AVAILABLE END NOVEMBER 1990 IN THE FOLLOWING VERSIONS:— 


Some of the really worthwhile improvements featured on the A" Class will be:— 


Standard V/Line “A”’ 
(Choice of 6 numbers) 

A60 ‘Sir Harold Clapp” 
A62 with commemorative plate .. 
A66 “Bicentenary” 
A66 “Olympic” 


V/L 


IN 
RELE 


$970 


$990 
$990 
. $1250 
. $1250 


INE 


_ “N” CLASS 


HO 


ASE: 


MAY 


19 


91 


Deposit $100 


V.R. and V/LINE “T” Class 


Available NOW 
2nd Series V.R. 
$865 


3rd Series V.R. 
3rd Series V/Line 
TRULY READY TO RUN 
UNEQUALLED EXCELLENCE 
PRECISION Sc 


A Division. of P.S.M. Developments (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. 


A 


% Flush glazed body portholes 
%* Interior rear cab walls 
%& Recessed panels behind ALL grilles 


%* Etched, recessed builder's plate and other special plates as fitted 
* Improved number board lighting system to give better light distribution 


% Embossed wind screen frames 


%& 16 page reference booklet (from B60 to the series’ present form) 


V.R. 
“R” CLASS 
IN HO 
RELEASE: 
NOVEMBER 
1991 


Reservations now open 
Deposit $400 
Very limited edition 


5 Seman 


LE MODELS 


Incorporated in Victoria 


P.O. BOX 134, WANTIRNA SOUTH 3152, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA . Phone: (03) 801 1889 . Fax: (03)801 5225 


International: (ISD:61-3) 801 1889 . Fax: (ISD:61-3)801 5225 


“BUILT TO A STANDARD — NOT TO A PRICE” 


Printed by Magenta Press Pty. Ltd. 763 4088 


e Typeset by Peter Boyd 544 5133 


HANDCRAFTED IN BRASS 


SAMHONGSA 


OF KOREA 
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